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mph in beautiful church setting 


The Blackbird Leys Choir performed their Christmas concert in an atmospheric Iffley church. The choir were 
formed as part of reality TV show The Singing Estate, but have gone from strength to strength since filming 
ended. See page 3 for Choir update. 


Plans for Peers site revealed 


PLANS ARE BEING made for a new 
"academy" school on the site where 
Peers School is today. HKR Architects 
have drawn up plans for new buildings, 
to include a sports hall, all-weather 
pitch, performance space, gym and large 
cafeteria. If the plans go ahead, the new 
academy would be taken out of local 
authority control and be run by a 
partnership of three bodies: the Beecroft 
Trust, Oxford Brookes University and the 
Church of England. 


See page 11 for more details. 


Plans for Faculty Blocks without corridors: studies made during the OBC design development 


Family struggles in 
time of war 


Arts & culture, page 5 


Saving the Planet 
Green Pages 18 & 19 
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What’s your 
Valentine style? 
Find on page 22 
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AND DRINK 
RACING EVERY: 
TUESDAY. THRUSDAY 
& SATURDAY NIGHT 


‘x Broke, Bored, Hungover: 

Hair of the dog 

) Call now on 
Enjoy a great night out 0870 840 8903 
at the dogs for FREE? 

Valid until 31st January 


www.lovethedogs.co.uk 


Hand in at turnstiles to claim on your chosen race 
night. FREE Tuesday,Thursday & Saturday 
Includes admission, racecard and drink. 
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Leys News is a not-for-profit 
business dedicated to 
providing news and 
information to the whole 
community. We are not 
affiliated to any political party, 
and we operate an equal 
opportunities policy. We 
encourage any resident to get 
involved in our work. 


Contact: 

Leys News, 26 Kingfisher 
Green, Greater Leys, Oxford 
OX4 7BX 


Phone: 
01865 711756 


Email: mail@leysnews.co.uk 


Website: 
www.leysnews.co.uk 


WHO’S WHO? 


Board of Directors: 

Roy Simmonds, Wendy Spray, 
Etain O’Carroll, Gerry Webb, 
Jim Saunders, Pat Saunders, 
Sasha East, Roger Kassi, Tav 
Sahota, Derek James, 
Sebastian Fraczkowski 


Editorial committee this 
issue: Fr David Hartley, Zoe 
Millington, Anna Pavelin, Julian 
Dourado 


Editor: Kate Griffin 


Office Manager: Anna 
Pavelin 


Design: Julian Dourado 


Distribution co-ordinator: 
Lorraine Heritage 


Volunteers and 
contributors: Anna Pavelin, 
Stuart Mabbutt, Colin 
Goundry, Zoe Millington, 
Malcom Taylor, Kate Dunston 
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Out early April 


Copy & Advertising 
Deadline: 
Friday 7th March 


Leys News acknowledges 
valuable advice from Matt 
Dillon at Lloyds TSB and Mark 
Rusher from Critchleys. 


Leys News acknowledges financial 
assistance from: Catalyst 
Communities Housing Association, 
Oxford Citizens Housing 
Association, Cherwell Housing 
Trust, Awards for All, Blackbird 
Leys Parish Council, Oxford City 
Council’s South East Area 
Committee, and support from: 
Newsquest (Oxfordshire). 


Leys News is a company limited 
by guarantee No. 3591512 


EUROPEAN UNION 
European Social Fund 


Catalyst 
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ANIMALS I'VE 
NEVER SEEN 


by Julian Povrade 


Hello from the editor 


Welcome to the February edition, 

Packed with news, views and information. 
If you think you can do better 

Ring us up or write a letter 

‘Cause we thrive on communication. 
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attitude. 


2. Send in your photos 


4. Write a letter to us 


All the ways you can get 
involved with Leys News: 


1. Write for the paper: We're always looking for writers and people with an eye 
for a story. For more information contact Kate on 711756 or email 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 


3. Editorial meeting: Tell us what you want to see in the paper. Open to the 
public - just drop in. Next meeting: 2pm Thursday 21st February in the Blackbird 
Leys Community Centre. 


5. Admin Volunteer: We would love to have a volunteer to help us in the office 
with general admin work two mornings or afternoons a week. You need to have 
used computers before but no other experience is necessary. You will benefit by 
gaining experience and a reference for future paid work and by knowing you have 
made a contribution to your local community paper. 


6. Enter our competitions: You have a very high chance of winning! 


7. Become a Director with Leys News. We have meetings every 6 weeks to 
make decisions concerning the paper. Local people or members of other 
community groups are very welcome. For more information contact Anna on 
711756 or email officemanager@leysnews.co.uk 


8. Become a paid distributor. If you would like to deliver Leys News every two 
months give us a call on 711756. You need to be over 14 and have a responsible 


... Letters... 


Don't build south of 
Grenoble Road 

“Do we need more housing?” 
is the question asked. The 
resounding answer would be 
yes. But the question is 
where it should be built. 

Not many on the 
Blackbird/Greater Leys have 
been asked their opinion by 
anyone from the Parish 
Council, City Council or even 
our own MP Andrew Smith. It 
is the opinion that land south 
of Grenoble Road would be 
ideal - ideal for whom? The 
speculators on the sale of the 
land, definitely; the local 
community, I don’t think so. 
The politicians should be 
knocking on doors asking for 
people’s opinions 

This is already an 
overdeveloped area, 
swamped with traffic. 
Watlington Road is already 
saturated in the mornings 
and evenings, the Garsington 
road is chaos from the Swan 
to Tesco's roundabout, the 
Sandford duel carriageway, 
Grenoble Road, you could go 
on. 

The residents of this area 


have already been let down 
once by the _ politicians 
regarding infrastructure when 
the new part of Blackbird 
Leys was built and I daresay 
that if this development goes 
forward we will be let down 
again. It is proposed that the 
sewerage works will be 
moved up to near Nightingale 
Ave, a nice thought for those 
living there. 

There are brownfield sites 
in Upper Heyford, Bicester 
and other areas that could 
easily fulfil the current needs 
for housing. Why are these 
not being used? There should 
be a proper, unbiased and 
honest investigation into this. 
Who are the people stopping 
building taking place on these 
areas? Local big noises no 
doubt. 

Another idea that should 
be looked into is building 
housing in villages to help 
locals find accommodation 
instead of being forced out by 
interlopers who pay over the 
odds for their weekend 
hideaways. 

Badger your politicians 
and MP; act now before it is 


too late. 
Brian Lester, Pegasus Road 
See page 18 for more 
information and opinions 
about the proposed 
development. 


Come to the Primetime 
lunch club 

The Primetime lunch club is 
held every Wednesday 
10.30am to 3.30pm at the 
Blackbird Leys Leisure 
Centre. You pay just £2.50 
for lunch which is excellent. 
We had a Christmas dinner 
this year with wine, crackers 
and entertainment which was 
superb and many thanks to 
those who organised and 
cooked it. You also get 
tea/coffee and biscuits when 
you arrive and before you 
leave. 

On normal Wednesdays 
you can play badminton or 
table tennis (that is in the 
gym area) or can participate 
in other activities in other 
parts of the building such as 
bowls, short mat bowls or 
different board games, or just 
sit and chat. Suggestions are 
always welcome by _ the 


members. 

Dawn and Kate are 
excellent Team Leaders, very 
friendly and welcoming and 
always ready with a drink and 
biscuit when you arrive. 

I have found it very 
good in every way as being 
on your own especially, you 
tend to get isolated from such 
a lot. The best thing I ever 
did was to pluck up courage 
and walk in to the Leisure 
Centre on my first 
Wednesday visit. It is easy to 
make friends and meet new 
people and it gives me 
something nice to _ look 
forward to each week. 

Please come along and 
help keep this club open, you 
will all be made very 
welcome. 

Mrs E McDowell 


Thanks for writing in and 
telling our readers about the 
Primetime lunch club. For 
more information about the 
club, please contact Kate 
Dunsdon on 01865 467327 
or kdunsdon@oxford.gov.uk 


The writers of the letters on this page will each shortly be receiving a box of delicious doughnuts, donated Krispy 
Kreme at Oxford Castle. If you would like to be in line for a similar melt-in-the-mouth treat, simply write to us, 
letting us know what's on your mind. Please include your contact details so we can send you your tasty prize! 
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Uplifting sounds from newly 


independent choir 


Blackbird Leys Choir member Eric Hall at the Christmas concert in St Mary's Church, Iffley. 


Join us to sing in 
Spectacular setting 


The Blackbird Leys 
Bee ere Choir will hit the stage 


of Broadway (in the form of the Sheldonian 
Theatre on Broad Street) on 13th June, 
singing dazzling classics to the 
accompaniment of the Oxford Philomusica 
orchestra. You may not see your name in 
lights, but why not join now and experience 
the thrill of singing with friends and 
neighbours in this spectacular setting? 

For those with more modest tastes, we will 
also be learning songs in a variety of styles 
for concerts in Blackbird Leys and beyond 
(last year we sang for Oxford Citizen's 
Housing Association, the Agnes Smith Advice 
Centre, Oxford Children's Hospital and more). 
No experience or sight reading required - you 
just need to be able to hold a tune and be 
willing to have a go. 


We usually meet on Wednesdays, 6.30- 
8.30pm at Orchard Meadow School, and have 
a great time singing! (Please check first by 
calling Nick on 07809 834086 as plans 
sometimes change.) Full details of the 
Broadway concert can be found on 
www.oxfordphil.com, or check out the latest 
Leys Listings. 


BY ZOE MILLINGTON Built before the 
invention of the 
bass bin, old churches can be 
fantastic for singing - so the Blackbird 
Leys Choir was delighted to have the 
opportunity to hold its Christmas 
concert at St Mary's Church in Iffley 
last year. 
Featuring spellbinding solos from 
Sandra King and Jacqui Collier; 
frolicsome carols by the Brass Bandits 
quintet; a recital by Theo Jones, 
organ scholar at University College; 
and the gorgeous, full sound of the 
choir, this was one of our most 
uplifting concerts yet. 
It was also a landmark event, as it 
was the first concert that we 
organised entirely ourselves. When 
the choir began, it was the focus of a 
television programme (The Singing 
Estate), and all the organisation was 
done by a television production 
company. Since then the choir, 
supported by Oxford Philomusica and 
tutor Andy Stewart, has become 
independent - a real achievement, 
when you consider that most of its 
members have jobs, families and 
other commitments claiming their 
time. 
Special thanks must go to Alun Evans, 
recently chair of the choir, who has 
just moved to Amsterdam! He put in 
a lot of the legwork to make this 
concert happen and will be much 
missed in Oxford, not least for his 
beautiful bass tones 
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Kheiron School of 
English 


The December issue of Leys News included an 
article about Kheiron School of English and its 
work in teaching English as a foreign language. 
We neglected to include the school’s contact 
details as part of the article. For the benefit of 
anyone interested in learning at Kheiron School, 
or recommending it to a friend, the school’s 
details are as follows: 


Tel: 01993 837202 
Email: info@kheironschool.comWeb: 
www. kheironschool.com 


Competition ligh 
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ts up the Leys 


Geoff Hall's winning house in Sage Walk 


A CHRISTMAS LIGHTS competition turned the Leys into a dazzling place in December. 
Residents were invited to “dazzle us with your dwelling”, and scores of people rose to the 
challenge. 

The competition, sponsored by Oxford Citizens Housing Association, Cherwell Housing Trust, 
Catalyst Housing and Oxford City Council, offered prizes of up to £100 for the best 
decorated house, window and garden. 

The overall winner was Geoff Hall, 65, of Sage Walk. His display (pictured) included two 
snow machines as well as five Father Christmases, three Christmas trees and three 
snowmen. There was strong competition from other houses on the estate, particularly two 
in Windale Avenue and one on Coriander Way, but Mr Hall’s display was declared by the 
judges to be the clear winner. 

Gordon Roper, chairman of Blackbird Leys Parish Council, said: “The competition was 
good for the morale of the estate and it showed the community spirit we have here. It was 
great to see so many people joining in, particularly people from the Bullnose Morris end of 
the estate. I know there were people coming here just to see the displays. Congratulations 
to all who took part — the lights seem to get better every year.” 

The Dazzling Dwelling competition was one of the final events to happen as part of the 
celebrations marking 50 years of Blackbird Leys. Other events in December included a free 
art workshop, an exhibition and a community carol service. 


Local News | 3 
Have you 
seen Leys 
Listings? 


Finding out about upcoming 
events just got easier. Pop into 
the library, the cinema or the 
chip shop and you'll probably 
see a big sheet of paper 
packed with information about 
the events for the month. It’s 
Leys Listings, the latest 
initiative from the team at Leys 
News. 

It comes out monthly and 
has a calendar giving you a 
day-by-day breakdown of 
what’s happening on the Leys. 
There is also a thriving small 
ads section, along with useful 
numbers and information about 
local organisations. 

There are two great things 
about Leys Listings: it doesn’t 
take as long to print as a full- 
sized paper, and small ads are 
free to local people. So you can 
ring us up about that fridge 
you'd like to sell, and see your 
ad on the chip shop wall a 
week later without spending 
any money at all. 

The deadline for 
submissions for the March 
Listings is the 25th February. 
So if you'd like to sell 
something, give something 
away or tell us about a 
February event you're 
promoting, please get in touch 
before then. 

We're also very interested 
in hearing what people think of 
Leys Listings, because it’s early 
days yet and we want to know 
how we can improve it. All 
comments, good and bad, are 
very welcome. Anyone 
commenting on the Listings 
before the end of February will 
have their name entered into a 
prize draw. 


Oxfordshire 
Mind News 


Tessa Jowell, who is currently 
Minister for the Olympics and 
London and is a former 
Assistant Director of Mind, will 
be speaking on mental health 
on Friday 1st February 2008 at 
6.00pm at the Taylor 
Institution Library, St Giles, 
Oxford. Admission costs £6 (£3 
unwaged) and all proceeds go 
to Oxfordshire Mind. There is 
no need to book in advance. It 
is pay-on-the-door only. 


® 


df 


vos) OPEN 7 Days A WEEK 
7.00am-11.00pm 


Dunnock Way, Greater Leys Oxford, OX4 7EX 
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Arts and Culture Focus supported by BMW Group Plant Oxford 
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BMW Group oO 
Plant Oxford =@= 


Fairy tales at the factory 


A CAR PLANT was transformed into a place of 
wonder this winter when Oxford’s Creation 
Theatre performed at BMW Group Plant 
Oxford. The theatre group imported a 
mirrored tent from Holland and pitched it at 
the car manufacturer’s Cowley site. The tent 
was an antique, one of only 11 Spiegeltents 
(mirrored tents) in the world. It became a 
fairytale forest inside when _ Creation 
performed Tales from the Brothers Grimm, a 
theatre adaptation of the famous collection of 
fairy tales. 

Audiences sat at candle-lit tables around 
central stage to watch Hansel and Gretel, 
Snow White, Red Riding Hood and 
Rumpelstiltskin. The atmosphere was 
relaxed, with audiences encouraged to eat 
and drink at their tables. 

You might think that a mirrored tent 
inside a factory site is as unusual as it gets - 
but Creation’s next production will be in a 
converted swimming pool. The theatre group 
will be performing Shakespeare’s Measure for 
Measure at the North Wall, a performing arts 
centre that was a Victorian swimming pool in 
a former life. 

Creation Theatre also held a number of 
workshops over the Christmas holidays for 
various age groups. These included stage 
combat, puppet-making and circus skills. 


reation Theatre 


copyright Creation Theatre 


eee ae 
Rumpelstiltskin makes an appearance from the underworld 


Children’s theatre group going strong 


A THEATRE GROUP for 
Blackbird Leys children is 
going strong and still open 
to new members. 

Esperer Performing Arts, 
based at the Holy Family 
Church Centre in Cuddesdon 
Way, was created to give 
Leys children the opportuni- 
ty to act. In early October 
the group performed at the 
OFS Studio Theatre in 
George Street, central Ox- 
ford. The play was a new 
musical 1917, which deals 
with the struggles faced by a 
family during the First World 
War. 

The group receives no 
external funding and relies 
on ticket sales to cover pro- 
duction costs. 

Coordinator Rebecca 
Dickson said: “Support from 
Blackbird Leys means a lot 
to the children involved.” 


If you’re a young person 
interested in acting, you 
can contact Esperer through 
Leys News on 01865 
711756. 


Young people from the Leys in a scene from 1917, the musical about life during the Great War. 


Good Time Charlie 


Kate Griffin reviews Charlie 
Wilson’s War, now showing in 
various cinemas around Oxford. 


) 


AFGHANISTAN IS UNDER siege from its 
gigantic and heavily armed neighbour, 
Russia. Repeated bombings are killing 
and maiming civilians. The lack of food 
and other basic supplies makes _ it 
impossible to lead a normal life. They’re 
in desperate need of some help to arm 
them against the enemy - and the people 
to provide it are a drunken womaniser, a 
socialite and a man who seems to have 
had a tact bypass operation. 

The extraordinary thing about Charlie 
Wilson’s War is that it is based on a true 
story. Congressman Charlie Wilson (Tom 
Hanks), known as “Good Time Charlie” for 
his personal life, really did take action 
when he_ discovered in 1980 that 
thousands of refugees were escaping 
Afghanistan. He then worked to get the 
CIA budget for Afghanistan increased 
many times over, arming the Afghans 
with anti-aircraft guns to stop the endless 
bombings. 

The driving force behind the initial 
plan was Joanne Herring (Julia Roberts), a 
much-married socialite and talk show 
host who survived a Russian helicopter 
attack in Afghanistan (probably without 
smudging her make-up) while she was 
attempting to collect film footage in 
Afghanistan. In the film, her courage is 
downplayed while her glittering social life 


and right-wing interpretation of 
Christianity is emphasised. 
The film also emphasises’ the 


important role of Gust Avrakatos, played 
by Philip Seymour Hoffman. Hoffman 
steals the show as the man who broke the 
CIA's rule against lobbying Congress for 
money and saved thousands of lives in 
the process. He’s tactless, thoughtless 
and always right, with a moral compass 
that the other characters can only wonder 
at. 

Unfortunately, as with most true 
stories, we know how this turned out. The 
American money armed the Afghan 
mujahideen and took down the Soviet 
helicopters, forcing Russia to pull out of 
the country in 1989. But the lack of a 
united government for Afghanistan led to 
civil war and a takeover from the Taliban 
in 1996. The Taliban imposed a regime in 
which women were not allowed an 
education, flogging was legal and 
infidelity was punished by brutal public 
execution. 

Hollywood loves a happy ending, and 
Americans hate an anti-American film. So 
Charlie Wilson’s War is very much the 
story of one man’s triumph against 
adversity, with a beautiful woman and 
eccentric friend to help him on his way. 
The bittersweet ending hints at trouble to 
come, but ignorant US audiences will 
probably miss the signs, just as they 
missed the signs all those years ago. 


Note: Charlie Wilson’s War is currently 
showing at the Vue Cinema, Grenoble 
Road. 


NEW YEAR, NEW CAREER 


Exciting New Opportunities 


Available in the Oxford and the surrounding areas 


Care Workers Required - Experience preferred but not essential 


Evenings/Weekend work 
available 

Free training 

MUST BE A CAR DRIVER 
Rapid recruitment (3 weeks) 
Free Shares in the company 


Paid Mileage 

Free NVQ 

Free Uniform 

Free hand rub 

£200 ‘GOLDEN HELLO’ For 
NVQ Qualified recruits 


Good rate of pay starting from £8.00 to £10.50 per hour 


Call Jane now on 07823 447187 


Home Choice Care is an Equal Opportunities Employer 
Angels Care Provider - A Home Choice Care Company 


THE WORLD LOOKS BETTER IN COLOUR! 


Leys News now offers a colour printing service for community 
groups. If you have a poster or a newsletter that you think 
would look better in colour, head over to our Kingfisher Green 
office and we’ll be pleased to help. 


OUR PRICES PER SHEET: 


A4 black & white - 10p 

A4 colour laser print, low colour (e.g. a letterhead) - 25p 
A4 colour laser print, full colour - 40p 

A3 black & white - 25p 

A3 colour laser print, low colour (e.g. a letterhead) - 50p 
A3 colour laser print, full colour - 80p 


Discounts are available for print runs of over 10 copies. If you would like 
to do your printing at Leys News, ring 01865 711756 to arrange it with 
us. The printing service is only available during our core office hours 
(9Jam-3pm, Monday to Thursday). 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


...What’s on in the Leys... 


The What's On section is getting bigger and better. It's now organised by topic instead of by date, so 
you can go straight to the section that interests you. We've also changed the name because “What's 
On Weekly” doesn't give scope for less regular events. Leys News also has plans to display event 
listings on our brand new website (www.leysnews.co.uk). So please keep telling us about any events 
you'd like us to publicise. It's an easy and completely free way of telling thousands of Leys residents 


about your event. 


HILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE 
Leys Kiddie Club works in 
partnership with the Dovecote 
Voluntary Parent Committee and 
now runs in the Dovecote Family 
Drop in Room, Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays & Fridays, 9.30am until 
2.30pm. Cost: 75p per drop-in. 
Contact Ruth Brown on 07985 
637487. 


Beavers (aged 6-8) meet at the 
Blackbird Leys Scout Hut on Sandy 
Lane. Tuesdays 5pm-6pm. Ring 
(01865) 714104. 


Cubs (aged 8-10) meet at the 
Blackbird Leys Scout Hut on Sandy 
Lane. Tuesdays 6.30pm-8pm. Ring 
(01865) 714104. 


Dovecote After School Club for 4- 
12 year olds is Monday-Thursday, 
3.15pm-5pm, at the Dovecote. 
Cost: 75p per session. 


The Barn Youth Project 

Session for ages 7 to 12 is on 
Mondays 5.30-7.30pm. Wednesdays 
is for young people aged 13 to 20 
and runs from 7pm-9pm. 


Blackbird Leys Youth Centre, 
Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of 
activities and advice for young 
people. Contact on (01865) 
772886. 


Scouts (aged 10%-15 1%) at the 
Blackbird Leys Scout Hut on Sandy 
Lane. Thursdays 7pm-8.30pm. Ring 
(01865) 714104. 


Cheerleading for girls aged 6 and 
over is at the Leisure Centre on 
Pegasus Road. Tuesdays 4.30pm. 
50p a session. Run by the Leys 
Youth Programme. Contact Matt and 
Katie Gamble on (01865) 427075. 


5-a-side football for girls is at 
the Leisure Centre on Fridays. 5- 
6pm for years 3-6. 6-7pm for years 
7 upwards. 50p a session. Run by 
the Leys Youth Programme. Contact 
Matt and Katie Gamble on (01865) 
427075. 


5-a-side football for boys is at 
the Leisure Centre on Fridays. 4- 
5pm for school years 3 to 6. 5-6pm 
for years 7 to 9. 6-7pm for years 10 
and 11. 50p a session. 

Run by the Leys Youth Programme. 
Contact Matt and Katie Gamble on 
(01865) 427075. 


Starlight Black Child Mixed 
Heritage Group meets every 
Wednesday during term time at 
Blackbird Leys Adventure 
Playground between 5pm and 
6:30pm. The group provides a safe 
forum to explore issues of race and 
racism with other parents and 
occasional guest speakers, while the 
children have fun playing and 
getting to know each other. 


CHURCHES 


Church of the Holy Family is on 
Cuddesdon Way. Sunday service at 
10-11am with lively children’s 
church. Evening service most 
Sundays at 6.30pm. The Church of 
the Holy Family is a local 
ecumenical partnership of Anglican, 
Baptist, Methodist, Moravian and 
United Reformed denominations. 
Ring (01865) 396241. 


Leys Community Church. Sunday 
service at the Holy Family Church. 
Includes special activities for 
children and young people. Starts at 
3.30pm. Contact Richard and Kate 
Colbrook (01865) 714153. 


Sacred Heart Catholic Church is 
on Sawpit Road. Sunday Mass is at 
9.30am and 6pm. Ring (01865) 
778454. 


COMPUTERS 


The BLITZ (Blackbird Leys IT 
Zone) runs a drop-in where you 
can turn up and get online! Brush 
up on word-processing and 
spreadsheets, or simply surf the 
web. 9:30am-4:30pm Monday to 
Friday, 10am-1ipm Saturdays. (No 
drop-in on Sundays.) BLITZ is based 
in Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre, Blackbird Leys Road. For 
more information ring John on 
01865 714492. 


WELLBEING 


The Listening Centre (TLC) 
COUNSELLING in Cuddesdon Corner 
Family Centre 

Mondays 12.30pm - 
8.30pmTuesdays, Wednesdays & 
Thursdays 5.30pm - 8.30pmFor 
further details contact the manager 
on 01865 794794 


LETSURE 


BBL in stitches sewing group. 
Free. 6.30 - 9pm Weds. Community 
art room behind community centre 


Boxing training is at the Youth 
Centre 

(part of the Leys Linx Centre on 
Blackbird Leys Road). Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings, 7.30-9pm. Run 
by Keith Templar. Contact on 
(01865) 715815. 


Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre is 
on Pegasus Road. Open Monday- 
Friday 8am-11pm, Saturday 
9am-8pm, Sunday 9am-9pm. 
Variety of leisure activities and 
classes. Rooms and facilities 
available for private hire. Ring 
(01865) 467020. 


Legs, Bums & Tums is at the 
Leisure Centre. Wednesdays 6-7pm. 


Tae Kwon Do is at the Leisure 
Centre. Tuesdays 6-7pm. 


Body Conditioning is at the 
Leisure Centre. Mondays 10-11am. 


Pilates for Beginners is at the 
Leisure Centre. Tuesdays 7-7.45pm. 


Blackbird Leys Swimming Pool is 
behind the community centre on 
Blackbird Leys Road. General 
swimming times are Mondays & 
Fridays 5.45-6.45pm, Saturdays & 
Sundays 11.15am-ipm. Other 
sessions available include over 60s, 
women-only, water workout and 
parent & toddler classes. Ring 
(01865) 467042. 


Irish dancing is at Sacred Heart 
Hall. Wednesdays and Thursdays, 
5pm. 


Salsa dancing is at Clementine’s 
Night Club on the Plain. Beginners 
and improvers welcome. 8pm til 
late. Ring 07858 860423 for more 
information. 


OLDER PEOPLE 


Silver Circle meets at the Blackbird 
Leys Community Centre on 
Blackbird Leys Road. Tuesdays 1- 
3.30pm. Meet for trips, chats, tea, 
and bingo. Everyone welcome. Ring 
(01865) 435954. 


Golden Circle meets for bingo, 
trips and tea at the Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre on Blackbird 
Leys Road. Thursdays 1pm-3:30pm. 
Everyone welcome. Ring (01865) 
460592. 


Monday lunch club for the over- 
50s is in the Clockhouse, 
10am-1.30pm. 


Thursday lunch club for the over- 
50s is at The Barn, 10am-2pm. 


Leys Over 60s Club. 

Holy Family Church Hall. 
Wednesdays from 1.30pm until 
4pm. Meet for trips, bingo, card 
games, a chat and free 
refreshments. 


Tai chi for the over 50s 

at the Clockhouse community centre 
every Thursday, 10am-11am, £1.50, 
plus free refreshments afterwards 
(tea & light lunch) 

details call 01865 395908 or 
07972751317 


SLIMMING 


Slimming World meets at the 
leisure centre on Pegasus Road. 
Thursdays at 7pm. Ring Gill on 
01865 730009 for more 
information. 


If you have a regular event that you would like to see in the What's On section, please tell 
us! Write to What's On, Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX. 
Or simply e-mail editor@leysnews.co.uk, putting "What's On" in the e-mail's subject 
heading. We'd love to hear from you. 
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The Church of the Holy Family 
Any enquiries to: the Rev'd Fleur Houston 
(774672) and the Rev'd David Parry 
(778728) 

Regular Services: All are welcome to our regular 
Sunday communion services at 10.00 am - there is 
special provision for children. And if you prefer a 
more meditative style of worship why not come 
along at 6.30 pm, for Time Out - for those of us who 
need a bit of space. 

On Tuesdays at 9.00am we have short morning 
prayers for anyone to attend. On Wednesdays we 
have prayers for the Leys community at 1.00 pm. 

Every Sunday there are services with Eucharist 
at 10.00 am; for part of the service, children may 
attend our lively children's church. At 6.30 pm Time 
Out is a short reflective service with different styles 
of worship each week. 


The Leys Community Church 


The Leys Community Church meets at 3.30pm 
on a Sunday afternoon at the Church of the 
Holy Family. 

Meetings include special activities for children and 
young people. Please phone Richard and Kate 
Colbrook on 01865 714153 for more details. 


Sacred Heart Catholic Church 


Serving Blackbird Leys, Greater Leys, 
Garsington and Cuddesdon. Fr. David Hartley, 
Tel 01865 779658. 

Regular Services: 

Sundays: Masses 9.30am and 6.00pm 

Mondays: Mass 9.00am 

Tuesdays: Rosary 7.00pm and Mass 7.30pm 
Thursdays: Adoration 6.30pm, and Mass 7.00pm 
Fridays: Mass 9.00am 

Saturday: Mass 10.00am, and Confessions 
10.30am 


Lent and Easter 
on the Leys 


Fr David Hartley from the Sacred Heart 
Church explains what Lent is and what 
some Leys churches will be doing to 
mark this time. 

LENT BEGINS ON Ash Wednesday, 6th February, 
which is very early this year because we are going 
to celebrate Easter very early, and Lent is the time 
of preparation for that. Ash Wednesday is a day 
when Catholics and some other Christians use the 
visible symbol of Ash to remind them of their 
mortality and dependence on God. The priest 
usually smears ash on everyone's foreheads with 
the words "Remember you are dust and to dust 
you shall return: repent and believe in the 
Gospel". Even if you don't go to church maybe you 
will see someone with ash on them that day. In our 
parish we will celebrate mass that day with ashes 
at 9.15am in St John Fisher school in Sandy Lane 
West, and at 7.00pm in Sacred Heart Church. 

During Lent we also have special times to share 
and pray, which begin just before Lent.On Monday 
evenings we meet at Sacred Heart at 7pm to go to 
a community in Summertown for a meeting. On 
Tueday afternoons we will meet at church at 2pm, 
and on Wednesdays at Holy Family with the people 
there at 7.30pm. We are also starting a ‘creative 
group' which will meet at Maggie's house, 12 
Sorrell Road each week at 2pm from Ash 
Wednesday onwards. 

We celebrate mass every day in the church. 
Please check the times each week. Many people 
like to follow the Stations of the Cross during Lent, 
and we will pray these each week after the Friday 
9am mass. At the end of Lent all the local churches 
from Blackbird Leys and Cowley, along with 
children from some of the local schools, will create 
a sequence of pictures in Templar's Square 
shopping centre. 

We will have a united service to pray at the 
beginning of Holy Week at 7pm on Palm Sunday, 
March 16th, at the Crowell Road end of the Cowley 
Centre. 


What's ON at the Leys Child ens Centr CS — January/February 2008 
eee | tCtCMOMNING | CAFERNOON 


Cuddesdon Drop-in for Babies and parents/carers Women Supporting Women group* 
Corner 9.30am — 11.30am 12.00 pm — 3.30 pm 
01865 773263 COnract MIRNO EiMicknap O1a6s t7 sees Contact Mikko Enticknap 01865 773263 


code ieee ag ESOL Women’s group* The Listening Centre 


peal 9.30am — 11.30am : 
01856 778609) contact 01865 728688 5.00pm — 9.00pm Phone 0870 2419025 


Windale Stay and Play 
01865 777796 9.00am-11.30am. 


Contact Sara Collingwood 01865 777796 


Creative Group” for children & parents, 12.30pm-2.00pm 


Cuddesdon PEEP for 1s 9.30am-10.30am, call 01865 395145 
Corner Baby massage 9.45am-10.45am Stay and Play 
Contact Monika 01865 778034 11.30am—2.30pm 
Weaning Group Parent-Talk programme, 7.30pm-9.30pm 
10.00am-—11.00am Contact Rosie Hill 01865 559386 
Starting 8 January 
Contact Linda Picton for details 01865 788688 The Listening Centre, 5.00pm-9.00pm 
Pegasus Parent Session* > 
01865 777175 9.00am—11.00am. Call Anne Wells 01865 777175 \ i 
Windale HIPPOS group run by and for parents with 
children with special needs B: = 
10.00am — 12.00pm. (meets monthly starting 5th Feb) "s 
Contact Melissa Sheard 079 501 25810 


Cuddesdon Teenage and Pregnant (TAP1) 1.00pm—3.00pm 
Corner 4 TAP2* - 10 weeks course, starting 23 January 
1.00pm-3.00pm 
Contact Debbie Scrivener for details 01865 773263 

The Listening Centre 5.00pm-9.00pm 


Orchard PEEP Baby Group 
Meadow 1.30pm — 2.30pm. Call 01865 395145 


Pegasus Stay and Play Stay and Play 
9.00am-11.30am 12.45pm — 3.00pm 


F PEEP for 2s, 9.30am—10.30am in the Dovecote 
Windale call 01865 395145 


THURSDAY Cuddesdon Cake making and Decorating’, 9.30am—11.30am, Contact Mikko Enticknap for details 01865 773263 
Corner Agnes Smith Advice Centre (for advice on benefits) 10.00am—1.00pm. 
Contact Jackie Knight 01865 770206 
Feeling Angry, Staying Calm course starts 28 February. 
Contact Mikko Enticknap for details 
The Listening Centre 5.00pm- 9.00pm 

Pegasus Parent Session* 9.00am-11.00am 

Contact Deborah Nind 01865 777175 
Windale PEEP for 1s 

9.30am-—10.30am. Call 01865 395145 
Cuddesdon The Baby Café Stay & Play with lunch 
Corner (supporting breastfeeding) 11.30am-2.30pm (small fee) 

10.30am—12.30pm. 

Carole Roberts 01865 788688 Job Centre Plus 12.30pm-3.00pm 

Contact Claire Johnson for details 
64585 = Tr 
crammed Family Links for Dads 
6.00pm-—8.00pm, Starting 29 February 
Contact Debbie Scrivener 01865 773263 

Pegasus Discussion Group/Sewing Group* 

9.15am-11.15am, Starts 18th January 

Contact Anne Wells for more details 01865 777796 
Windale Parents Coffee Morning 9.00am-11.00am 


Cuddesdon Dad’s Zone 10.00am-12.00 2 
meme ee ee Chydren’s Centres a 


Every other Saturday starting 12 January 


for families in Oxfordshire 


Monthly Stay and Play 10.00am-12.00pm OXFORDSHIRE 


¥ 3 COUNTY COUNCIL 


19 January and 2 February 
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Do you know your local 
street wardens? 


You’ve probably seen the street wardens out and about — but who are they 
and what do they do? Malcolm Taylor, senior street warden on the Leys, tells 
us about his team’s important work. 


THE STREET WARDENS have been 
working on the Leys for almost 
five years. Our role is to deter 
crime and antisocial behaviour by 
patrolling and by being a 
presence on the streets. The 
street wardens are employed by 
Oxford City Council. 

Over the years that street 
wardens have been patrolling 
they have become very involved 
with the local community and 
have contributed, for instance, to 
a number of projects associated 
with the Blackbird Leys 50th 
anniversary celebrations. 


Street 
involved 
issues. Whilst patrolling they deal 
with things like fly tipping, bulk 


wardens get very 
with environmental 


rubbish, litter and abandoned 
cars. Street wardens can issue 
fixed penalty fines for littering 
and for dog fouling. 

The street wardens have set 
up a Junior Warden Scheme to 
encourage young people to take 
an interest in their local 
environment and to promote good 
citizenship. 

The street wardens are a 
friendly bunch, so if you see 


Who’s your neighbour? 


A NEW NETWORKING site allows people to get in touch with 
people from their area. Two friends from Yorkshire created 
www.whosyourneighbour.co.uk to help people meet their 
neighbours and share information about local life. 

The site works in a similar way to other social networking 
sites such as Facebook and Bebo. The difference is that it is 
trying to build up local networks based on geographical 


closeness. 


To use the site, you enter a username for your household, 
along with an email address and postcode. Then you can create 
a mini-profile for your household and start chatting about local 
issues, organising car shares, asking for tradesman 
recommendations or whatever you like. It is currently free to 


join and use the site. 


Advice Centre needs YOU 


AGNES SMITH Advice Centre (ASAC) is urgently seeking people to 
join its management committee. You don’t need to be an advice 
expert, just someone who’s interested in helping your community. 
Since the centre opened in 1977, ASAC has effectively saved 
thousands of people from homelessness by its professional handling 
of threatened-eviction cases. You can also go to the centre for help 
with benefits issues and work problems such as unfair dismissal. 
However, a management committee volunteer wouldn’t have to deal 
with the public directly - you would simply attend regular meetings 
and have your say about how you think the centre should be run. 
Manager Jim Saunders said: “Manager Jim Saunders said: "We 
are getting seriously short of members, which could affect our 
service. We need a minimum of seven people to make decisions at 
meetings to ensure we have a quorum. We currently have only seven 
members, which could cause big problems if anyone leaves.” 


More information via the main email address 
asac.reception@btconnect.com or just pop into the advice centre on 
Blackbird Leys Road (part of the row of “top shops”) and chat to Jim 


about what’s involved. 


them, stop and talk to them. They 
are there to help you with any 
problems or issues that you might 
have. If they can’t resolve your 
problem they will be able to put 
you in touch with an agency that 
can. 

On the Leys, the street 
warden team consists of Malcolm 
(senior street warden), Mike and 
Betty in one team and Jessie and 
Adam in the other team. 
The Blackbird Leys street 
wardens’ office number is 
01865 775864 


Chips on the 
menu for pets 


CHIPS CAN BE good for pets, says 
the RSPCA....microchips, that is! A 
microchip is a tiny implant, about 
the size of a grain of rice, that is 
inserted into the scruff of an 
animal’s neck. Each chip has a 
unique number to identify the pet. 
This number is entered into a 
database with along with the 
owner's name and contact details. 

If a lost or injured animal is 
found, an RSPCA officer (or a vet) 
can use a scanner to read the 
number and contact the pet’s 
owner. 

To help Leys pet owners, the 
Oxfordshire RSPCA will be holding 
a subsidised microchipping day on 
Monday 11th February. Pet owners 
who head to Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre between 10am 
and 4pm will be able to have their 
pet microchipped for the bargain 
price of £10. 

During the open day, RSPCA 
workers will be on hand to give 
advice to pet owners on animal 
welfare and neutering. This advice 
will be free and pet owners may 
also be able to book a pet 
neutering appointment for free. 

As well as giving pet owners 
peace of mind, microchipping is an 
essential requirement for a _ pet 
passport. Over 750,000 pets in the 
UK have already been neutered. 
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Want to Advertise 
in Leys News? 


Call Anna on 01865 771756 


NHS DENTIST 


@ NOW TAKING ON PATIENTS 
@ FREE DENTURE CONSULTATION 


Leys Dental Care 
50 Blackbird Leys Road 


01865 717749 


Oxford Women’s 
Training Open Day 


Monday 3rd March, 10.30 — 2.30pm 


@ See our workshops, meet tutors and students. 
Find out about training. 


@ ‘Raising the Roof’ - a film which tells the success 
stories of women working in the construction trades. 


@ Refreshments. 


Call 01865 550824 
for details or just drop in. 


Oxfordshire Branch 
(charity no 205156) 


RSPCA 


COMMUNITY ACTION DAY 
Monday 11 February 2008 10am-4pm 


Microchipping for cats and dogs at the 
bargain price of £10 


Blackbird Leys Community Centre, Blackbird 
Leys Road 


www.rspca-oxfordshire.org.uk 
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ClESScesesescsc: 


THE WORLD LOOKS BETTER IN COLOUR! 


Leys News now offers a colour printing service 
for community groups. If you have a poster or 
a newsletter that you think would look better 
in colour, head over to our Kingfisher Green 


office and we’Il be pleased to help. 


OUR PRICES PER SHEET: 


A4 black & white - 10p 


A4 colour laser print, low colour (e.g. a letterhead) - 


25D 


A4 colour laser print, full colour - 40p 


A3 black & white - 25p 


A3 colour laser print, low colour (e.g. a letterhead) - 


50p 


A3 colour laser print, full colour - 80p 


Discounts are available for print runs of over 10 
copies. If you would like to do your printing at Leys 
News, ring 01865 711756 to arrange it with us. The 
printing service is only available during our core 
office hours (9am-3pm, Monday to Thursday). 


Saturday, 9 February 2008 4 pan til late. 
The Glow Hall, Community Centre 


Spanish Theme Day «traditional food & dance 


SCSCSOSCSCSOSSISSCS 


CLESSSSSeSoSoSo 
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BECOME A 
JOURNALIST IN 
2008 


Do you think you have what it takes to be 
a community journalist? 

If you’re a Leys resident and you’re 
interested in learning the basics of 
journalism, Leys News may be able to 
provide you with free training and guidance 
to help you launch a career. We can help you 
develop your interview skills, show you how 
to put a story together or give you a crash 
course in using layout software. 

Training would be completely free and we 
would shape it to fit your needs, rather than 
the other way round. Leys News would then 
provide ongoing volunteering opportunities 
and possibly paid work for people who have 
completed the training successfully. It could 
be your first step towards a fulfilling new 
career. 


If you’re interested in hearing more about 
what we have to offer, ring us on 01865 
711756 or email editor@leysnews.co.uk . 


: Sunday, 16 M 


The Bullinose Pub 


Exhibition related to the history of the BMW 
Pub quiz. Activities for children. 
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New “academy” set to take over Peers site 


A BLACKBIRD LEYS school may be replaced with a 
privately-backed “academy” under a government 
scheme. Peers school in Sandy Lane West will be 
closed down in August this year and could be 
replaced by the proposed Oxford Academy as soon 
as September. 

The controversial Academy scheme, created by 
central Government, works by taking a school out of 
local authority control and handing it over to private 
companies or other bodies. The organisations set to 
run the new academy are Oxford Brookes University, 
the Diocese of Oxford (the administrative division of 
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RETAINED CLARKE BUILDING 


SPORTS DOME 


ENTRANCE COURTYARD 


the Church of England in this area) and the Beecroft 8 
Trust. ENTRANCE FOR wy 
The organisations involved say that if the BEGINNING & END 
proposal to open an academy goes ahead, some £25 OF DAY ONLY g 
i 


million would be spent on state-of-the-art facilities on 
the site where Peers is now. These would be ready 
by 2010, but in the meantime the academy could 
start life in the existing Peers buildings, opening its 
doors to students as early as September 2008. The 
new academy would specialise in maths, information 
technology and sport. 

Although the Church of England would be one of 
the proposed academy’s sponsors, the new academy 
will be open to “all young people of any faith or no 
faith across Oxford”, according to the Oxford 
Academy website. However, it is intended that 
Christian values will underpin the day-to-day running 
of the school. 

The proposed academy has not yet gained full 
approval from all the relevant authorities. However, 
the project has already overcome many of the initial 
obstacles. Four public consultation meetings took 
place in June 2007: one at Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre, one at Peers school, one at 
Pegasus School and one in Rose Hill. 

In January, Oxfordshire County Council’s cabinet 
granted outline project approval to the new academy. 
The next step is to gain approval from Ed Balls, 
Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families. 


ACADEMIC COURTYARD 


MABEL PRICHARD 


What’s so unique about this unique Academy? 


Nadia Abdeljaber, an A'level student at The Cherwell School, sets out her doubts about the plans to 
replace Peers School with an academy school. 


WE HAVE ALL heard, at one time or an- 
other this year the plan to convert Peers 
school into an academy with the support 
of local businesses, Oxford Brookes Uni- 
versity and the Church of England; a 
slightly odd combination, I agree. 

The aim is to create a top-of-the- 
range learning institution that will in- 
crease the standard of education. It is 
scheduled to take place in September 
this year and is believed to be the solu- 
tion for solving antisocial problems not 
only within the educational system but 
apparently within our local community as 
well. Sound good? 

At a glance yes, very much so. How- 
ever, what is it that makes this much- 
praised academy any different or superi- 
or to other existing schools? The acade- 
my claims to go beyond the traditional 
and standard level of education by 
adding ‘unique lessons’ in key skills such 
as confidence and working with others, 
but - correct me if I’m wrong - aren’t 
these acclaimed ‘unique lessons’ already 
existing under the title of Personal, So- 
cial and Health Education (PSHE) at 
every state school in Oxford? 

Another apparently unique feature of the 
academy is its superb facilities. 

A £1.9 million investment for the pro- 
vision of ICT sounds impressive, but I 
must question the reasons behind local 


businesses investing so much capital into 
education. Businesses involved state that 
the reasons behind their investments are 
solely to benefit the community and give 
themselves a good sense of helping lo- 
cals. 

However, it would appear that the 
owners of these businesses will have 
their say in how and what skills should be 
taught. An ex-employee at Peers school 
told me: “I believe 
that students may 
miss out on the na- 
tional curriculum if 
business owners 
apply their ideas of 
what needs to be 
taught.” 

In my _ opinion 
the good-hearted 
answers coming 
from businesses 
don’t seem plausi- 
ble enough and 


é | believe that students 


may miss out on the 
national curriculum if 
business owners apply 
their ideas of what 
needs to be taught. ” 


ment with the fact that they have a long 
tradition of providing education to all 
children. Gordon Joyner, deputy director 
of education at Oxford Diocesan Board of 
Education, said: "The Church of England, 
through the Diocese of Oxford, has a 
proven track record in education and 
local social welfare going back hundreds 
of years. The Oxford Academy will devel- 
op this tradition to support the best edu- 
cation for all chil- 
dren in the Rose 
Hill, Blackbird Leys 
and Littlemore 
communities." 

As far as Ox- 
ford Brookes Uni- 
versity’s involve- 
ment goes, it 
seems they too are 
just interested in 
helping our com- 
munity and improv- 
ing education. 


- A former Peers School 


employee, who wished 


make me wonder 
what these busi- 
nesses will truthful- 
ly gain from their investments. 
So why is it, you may ask, that the 
Church of England and Oxford Brookes 
University want to get involved in im- 
proving our community? Well, the 
Church of England justifies its involve- 


to remain anonymous 


But it seems 
to me the overall 
reason for invest- 
ment from every institute is an attempt 
to whitewash our community by creating 
an academy that will produce disciplined 
and well educated individuals. 

I must give the academy credit for 
their commitment towards students in 


terms of their assurance to provide 
places for local youngsters; they state 
that their aim is to reduce the number of 
pupils travelling away to attend school 
and to create a local academy for local 
students. 

Furthermore, we have all recognised 
the severe problems that Peers school 
has been facing. 

So much so that it seems the entire 
community is in agreement that the 
school has reached an_ unsustainable 
state; therefore the majority of people in 
the area seem pleased to see improve- 
ments and change on the way. What 
holds me back from welcoming this idea 
is the business element supporting the 
funds and the word “academy” itself. 

After doing some research, it appears 
to me that the only uniqueness of this 
educational institution which justifies it 
not simply being referred to as a school 
is that it is funded independently. The 
academy’s tactics, ideas and methods of 
teaching and discipline appear no differ- 
ent to any other schools. 

The academy aims to achieve what 
every school wants to conquer but so 
many fail, so what’s to say that this 
academy will be any more successful? 


The 50 years mosaic 


THE 50 YEARS mosaic, organised by Leys 
Learning Communities, was the most 
ambitious of the celebratory projects. It 4 
involved everyone from primary school 
children to pensioners, many of whom hadn't pe Hy: 4 
before considered themselves to be artistic. i : 

The teacher for this project was artist 
Emily Fuller who has had a lot of experience 
in mosaic making as well as helping others to 
rediscover their own artistc talents. One of 
the participants said “she was a brilliant 
teacher, really enthusiastic and helpful.” 

The great idea for the colourful hot air 
balloon with Blackbirds and Red Kites around 
it was thought up by Molly Hurrell from 
Sawpit Road (if you look carefully you might 
recognise her in the basket of the hot air 
ballon!). This section was put together 
collabaratively by a group of willing volunteers 
who met at the art room on Tuesdays and Saturdays, while the 50 border tiles were 
designed and created by 50 local people who had the chance to individually express 
themselves creatively. 

The mosaic was unveiled the 15th December by Molly Hurrell and Irma James 
who participated in the project and is a long term resident of Field Avenue. 


Left-right: Artist Emily Fuller, resident Molly Hurrell (who had the idea 
for the hot air balloon design) and resident Irma James, who 
participated in the project. 


Community worker Paula Williams arranges flowers before the December 
photograph exhibition that celebrated 50 years of Blackbird Leys. 


Blackbird Leys 50 years 


2007: a year of celebrating the Leys 


If you live or work on the Leys you probably found it was almost impossible not to be involved in one of the Blackbird Leys 50 years celebration events during last 
year! The aim was to hold a whole year’s worth of events to celebrate the fact that 2007 marked the 50th anniversary of the estate’s creation. Some events left 
physical reminders behind, such as the beautiful mosaic on the side of the community centre. Others were so full of community spirit that they will live for ever in the 
memories of those who took part, like the People's Christmas dinner. There were so many events that we can’t write about them all here, but we hope that you'll see 
something in our highlights of the year that will bring back memories. 


The Blackbird-Leys-In- 
Stitches group have 
been frantically sewing 
to finish their individual 
panels for the 50 years 
community quilt. 


Last week the group 
saw them laid out for 
the first time and had 
the difficult job, aided 
by food and wine, of 
deciding how they 
should all go together. 
The work isn't over yet, 
though. Each piece has 
to have a colourful 
border sewn round it 
before being joined to a 
black background. Zoe 
Millington, in a moment 
of enthusiasm, offered 
to undertake this 
mammoth sewing task 
and was last seen 
cycling away under 
mounds of material. 
Watch this space.... 


Anna Pavelin, sewing 
group member 


January 


The Healthy Living Partnership asked 
residents to share their favourite recipes, 
to be used in a recipe book celebrating 
the diversity of food traditions on the 
estate. 


February 


The Leys Time Team captured memories 
by building up a collection of 
photographs, stories and videos about 
the estate. This work continued 
throughout the year, and the results were 
displayed towards the end of the 
anniversary year. 


In the same month, Blackbird Leys Choir 
performed at BMW Group Plant Oxford 
and the Sheldonian Theatre. 


March 


The Blackbird Leys InStitches group 
began work on a community quilt. Craft 
experts and complete beginners worked 
together to create a beautiful patchwork 
design. 


April 
Leys CDI Easter Playscheme had a 50s 
theme to fit in with the celebrations. 


May 


Blackbird Leys Artweek was more of an 
art month, as it continued throughout 
May. 


July 


Leys Linx launched the “50 Photos of 
Blackbird Leys” competition. The top 50 
entries were displayed and voted on 
throughout July. 


August 


Young people battled it out in a table 
tennis tournament organised by Oxford 
Youth Works. 14-year-old Ryan Williams 
was crowned the winner. Also in August, 
the Leys CDI summer playscheme put on 
50 summer activities for young people. 


Meanwhile, the street wardens held a 
clean-up day at Spindleberry Nature 
Reserve. The community (including some 
children) worked together to turn it back 
into a beautiful place. 


September 


Thousands of residents flocked to the 
Leys Fair for a day of fairground rides, 
sports, music, art and fun. Also in 
September, Leys churches worked 


together to organise a motorcade and 
musical service of celebration. 


October 


The Agnes Smith Advice Centre had its 
own celebration: 30 years of giving 
invaluable help and advice to residents. 
Meanwhile, the Leys Learning Community 
began work on a colourful mosaic 
celebrating 50 years of the estate. 


November 


Under-5s were entranced at the Leys 
Playgroups Winter Show. 


December 


The year ended in style with plenty of 
events to remember. The Leys Christmas 
lights competition lit up the estate; a free 
art workshop from BLAG had residents 
re-imagining the Leys; the recipe book 
had its launch; a community carol service 
got residents looking forward to 
Christmas; and the grand finale photo 
exhibition reminded us all just why we’re 
celebrating the Leys. But that wasn’t all. 
The final event of the year was on 
Christmas Day, when the People’s People 
gave up their time to hold a community 
Christmas celebration including a 
traditional meal. 
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Hot off the press: Leys Eats!! 


Leys Eats!!, the recipe book created to celebrate the 
50th anniversary of Blackbird Leys, is now completed. 
The book contains a wide range of recipes from people 
living and working on the Leys, along with sections on 
healthy eating and food safety. 

A thousand copies have been printed, and the book 
can be picked up for free from the Leys News offices on 
Kingfisher Green or Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre, 
Pegasus Road. Please contact Kate Dunsdon on 01865 
467327 or kdunsdon@oxford.gov.uk if you would like 


any more information. 
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Ingredients 

. 225g (80z) sugar 

. 1/4 teaspoon of grated lemon rind 
. 225g (80z) ground almonds 


. 1/4 tsp cinnamon 
. Icing Sugar, to sprinkle on top 
. Chopped or ground almonds for garnish 


1. Separate the eggs. This can be tricky, but I do 
this by breaking an egg on a plate, then covering 
the yolk with an eggcup and draining the egg white 
off into another bowl. 


2. In a large bowl mix together all the sugar, lemon 
rind and egg yolks, and keep on mixing it with a 
wooden spoon until you get a light fluffy mixture. 
This takes a while. Stir in the almonds and 


Torta de Santiago 


3. Beat the egg whites until they begin to stiffen, 
but remember you are not making a meringue. 


One of the delicious recipes in Leys Eats!! (page 63) sent in by Sasha East 


4. Put a little of the egg white into the almond mixture, then fold in the rest little by little. 


5. Pour into a really large cake tin (30cm/12 inches is good) and bake at gas mark 3 (170C) for 45 
minutes or until the cake is well browned. Allow to cool for 5 minutes then remove the cake from 


6. When it has cooled cut out a St James cross in paper (see image right) and 
lay this over the cake. Sprinkle icing sugar all over the cake, then carefully 
remove the paper to reveal the cross shape on top of your cake. 


St James was one of Jesus' first disciples and he went to Spain to spread the 
word of the Resurrection. 


Your council, 
your money, 
your say 


BLACKBIRD LEYS Parish Council 
exists to represent you and other 
residents of Blackbird Leys and 
Greater Leys. The parish council is 
funded by precept - that is, by a 
small amount taken from your 
council tax (about £5 a year). They 
then decide what to do with the 
money - but because it’s your 
money, you get a say in what they 
do with it. 

All residents have a right to 
attend Blackbird Leys’ Parish 
Council meetings so they can find 
out what their representatives are 
doing and make their opinions 
heard. The next meeting will be on 
Tuesday 26th February in the Jack 
Argent Room, Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre. 

If there are any issues you 
would like to raise at the next 
meeting, contact the parish clerk, 
Helen Shayler, on 01865 734346 or 
email hjcboss@hotmail.co.uk . The 
Leys News website always has the 
date of the next parish council 
meeting in the “Dates for your 
Diary” section. 


Jonny Lost — Alone and Missing - Part 6 


Story by the Journeyman, Colin Goundry 


The story so far: Jonny went missing from home many years ago. He has lost his memory and travels the 
world with Madaline the gypsy. While Jonny cries out for his forgotten past in his dreams, his former 
girlfriend Anna is still living in the village he left — and she has not forgotten him. 


“What time is your last class, Anna?” 

“I’m not sure, but I'll be home late 
anyway. I’ve made an appointment to see 
Mr Jones at Bletchley Park tonight. He’s 
going to help me with my appeals and 
with my research. He’s the head of the 
missing people bureau. I'll see you later — 
bye!” 

Pauline smiled soberly to herself, 
thinking about how her daughter had 
grown up since Jonny had gone missing. 
Anna was So afraid to give up hope of 
finding him that she had become obsessed 
with her search. She knew she could never 
give up and no-one would understand this 
inner feeling she had that Jonny was still 
out there somewhere. 

Her bedroom had become theirs. She 
had pictures of him from the school trip 
they had spent together. They were 
displayed all over her room, on the walls, 
the sideboard and the door. She had the 
newspaper stories and her biggest 


treasure was a jumper of Jonny’s, which 
she often slept in for comfort, to feel him 
near to her. 

On her last day of school she 
remembered her mum saying she should 
move on now, she had done enough and 
couldn’t keep living like this. But Anna was 
so determined. She saw the look in her 
mum’s eyes when she had stated, so 
matter-of-fact, that “someone can’t just 
disappear. It’s not possible. I will find him, 
Mum.” 

Anna was to learn that her statement 
was so wrong. In the months that followed 
she was to learn the real scale of just how 
many people do go missing. 

After leaving Kingsbrook 
Comprehensive School, Anna took a part- 
time job at the local library in Stony 
Stratford, which was only a five-minute 
walk from her home. She had abandoned 
her further education at college to 
concentrate on her appeals to find her 


beloved Jonny. 

On the anniversary of his 
disappearance Anna had arranged a local 
Anglia news team to reconstruct Jonny’s 
last journey. She had to man the phone in 
case any news came back from the 
appeal. The response was massive. 
Sightings of Jonny were everywhere. Anna 
worked tirelessly through the night. Every 
phone call gave her more hope that he 
was out there. 

On October 22nd Anna began her 
journey. She was to follow up every single 
lead. She went from Northamptonshire to 
Suffolk, from Suffolk to Lincolnshire. She 
saw so many people, so many different 
faces. She listened to story after story. 
She stayed overnight at bed and 
breakfasts and the emotional turmoil was 
overwhelming. Every hug she shared from 
a well-wisher was all the more touching. 
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Support from friends 
can make all the 
difference 


If you have mental health problems, sometimes you need what the professionals 
can't provide: friendship and support from people who won't label you. Setareh 
Campbell, joint coordinator at charity Tandem, tells us about her organisation. 


FRIENDSHIP IS AS essential to us 
as the air we breathe. Most of us 
can think of the way friendships 
have contributed to the person 
we are now and some of us can 
think of friendships that have 
weathered the storms and shared 
the joys of a lifetime. 

For many people with mental 
health problems, social isolation 
is a live issue. Whether they 
have gone through the disruptive 
process of a hospital admission or 
receiving treatment from their 
GP, the task of rebuilding a life 
following a period of mental and 
emotional ill health can still be a 
real challenge. 

Whilst professionals can help, 


the simple things that friendships 
bring like companionship, 
someone to chat to and have a 
laugh with, are equally 
important. Tandem can be part 
of a journey to a more fulfilling 
life by putting its service users in 
touch with people who 
understand and are not afraid 
and can see past the label. 

An independent charity based 
in East Oxford with two paid 
workers, Tandem’s service is 
entirely delivered by the 
volunteers that we train and 
supervise. You don't need to be 
an expert in mental health or 
have any qualifications to 
volunteer, just an interest in 


other people and their 
experiences, an ability to listen 
and to share activities and an 
hour to spare a week. 

Our next volunteer training 
will be starting in April 2008. If 
you want to find out more, either 
about volunteering or using the 
service, please ring us on 01865 
724225. We look forward to 
hearing from you! 


Note: The Tandem mental health 
befriending service is based in 
the Michael Young Building on 
Manzil Way, Cowley Road. You 
can ring them on 01865 724225 
or email setareh@tandem- 
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“Antisocial” alleyway 
remains open 


COUNCILLORS ARE STILL waiting for a Leys alleyway to be 
closed off —- nearly six years after the issue was first raised. 
The alleyway off Windale Avenue remains open despite council 
acknowledgement that a gating order is required to prevent 
antisocial or criminal behaviour in the alleyway. 

Gordon Roper, chairman of Blackbird Leys Parish Council, 
told Leys News: “This has been going on since 2002, but the 
date to close it keeps being put back. We were told that it 
would be closed in November 2007, then it became January 
2008, but nothing has happened yet.” 

Despite being a footpath, the alleyway is officially classed 
as a highway, which means that it is the county council’s 
responsibility rather than that of the parish or city council. 

At a December meeting of the city council’s South East 
Area Committee, county councillor John Sanders said that 
alleyways could be closed if they presented a danger to people 
or if criminal actions took place within them. Those present 
agreed to ask area coordinator Fergus LaPage to investigate 
the Windale Avenue issue and present an update at a future 
meeting. County councillor Barbara Gatehouse also offered to 
follow the matter up. 


Playground suffers funding setback 


A ees us 


y~ 
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A CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUND remains in 
urgent need of funding after losing a 
public phone vote. In the last issue of 
Leys News, we reported that Blackbird 
Leys Adventure Playground (BLAP) had 
reached the regional final of the People’s 
Millions, a televised competition where 
the public vote to say which organisation 
should win a grant. 

BLAP went head-to-head with a town 
square regeneration project in Carterton. 
The winner was decided by counting the 
phone votes. Volunteers, workers and 
members of the public took part in a 
massive publicity push to encourage 
residents to vote for their playground. 
Volunteers printed up flyers with the 
phone vote number on them, then 
tramped the streets of the estate 
handing them out. Some people went as 
far as Templars Square shopping centre 
to spread the word. Despite all this, the 
playground lost. 

Alston Quammie, project leader at the 
playground, summed up the BLAP mood 


when he described the result as “a kick 
in the teeth”. If they had won, the 
playground would have received £80,000 
for a much-needed makeover, including 
new play structures, better wheelchair 
access and Playsafe ground surfacing to 
reduce injuries from falling. 

However, the team at BLAP believe 
that the improvements are still possible 
despite the People’s Millions setback. 
Alston said: “The positive thing is that we 
will still continue. The silver lining is that 
we've put in so much work, which means 
that we've got the documentation ready 
for future grant applications. 

“It’s a worthwhile project and I believe 
that we would have won over Carterton if 
we had been judged by an independent 
panel on our merits. But that wasn’t how 
the competition was judged and 
Carterton managed to get more phone 
calls on the day. We've put in another 
application to Play Ideas, another branch 
of the lottery fund, and we’re hopeful.” 
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Could 
you bea 
story-teller? 


BY JOHN HOLE| WOULD YOU 
like to explore your potential 
as a performance poet? How 
do you fancy story-telling? 

Oxford Brookes University 
is launching a ten-week course 
in storytelling and performance 
poetry. The idea behind the 
course is learning to see a 
story or a poem as the central 
element in a performance piece 
rather than as written text to 
be read. 

Participants study the work 
of a range of performance 
poets and storytellers, guided 
by a gifted, talented and highly 
acclaimed performance poet 
from Oxford’s own performance 
poetry organization, ‘Hammer 
& Tongue”. 

You’ve probably heard of 
the Hammer & Tongue events 
at various venues around 
Oxford, even if you haven’t 
been to see and hear their 
edgy, provocative and often 
very funny shows or “slams”. 

For the Brookes course, 
performance poetry and 
storytelling may be considered 
in live performance and/or 
electronic formats. Participants 
will have the opportunity to 
work creatively, devising their 
own pieces. 

The course is one of several 
modules delivered within the 
undergraduate programme at 
Oxford Brookes and available 
to members of the community. 
They are an opportunity to do 
something new, challenging 
and possibly the start of a 
journey into Higher Education 
or just to have great fun. 


Contact details for Oxford 
Brookes University are at the 
bottom of the page opposite. 
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Little volcanoes 


The Looking After Yourself Project aims to teach children valuable life skills. Ines Kretzschmar, 
project coordinator, tells us about their anger management workshop in November and asks if 
anyone on the Leys is interested in getting involved. 


THE Looking After Yourself Project took 
part in an interactive workshop at the 
“Bullying - What’s New?” conference at 
the Kassam Stadium in November. 

We came with our “Volcano Workshop 
addressing anger and anger 
management. Many children from 
Oxfordshire had great fun exploding mini 
volcanoes using a mixture of baking 
powder, flour, vinegar and food colouring. 
Then they talked about what happens 
during an explosion of anger and what 
damage can result. After that the children 
paired up and calmed down by playing a 
game of indoor football with a difference - 
teams were blowing a cotton ball on a 
table top. The football field including goals 
was marked with masking tape. It’s easy, 


” 


BLACKBIRD LEYS ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 


Behind Community Centre 
next to Swimming Pool 


FEBRUARY HALFTERM 


PLAYSCHEME 


Lots of activities including sports, 
arts, crafts and offsite visits 


igth_ggnd February 10-4pm 
For ages 5-16, limited spaces for under 8s 


To book place or more info call 747704 


exciting and great fun. Why don’t you try 
it when angry? It soon will lift up your 
mood and make you happy again. 
Certainly the children and teachers loved 
the hands-on workshop. 


If you would like to do this kind of work 
with children in primary schools, you 
might want to become a volunteer with 
the Looking After Yourself Project. Please 
contact me, Ines, on 01865 717799 

or by emailing 
lookingafteryourself@hotmail.com . You 
can also just drop in at the Dovecote on 
Monday afternoon. We would like to hear 
from you and can offer lots of valuable 
and interesting training. 


A big thank-you to 
Stella Collier 


The Looking after Yourself Project would not 
be here today if it had not been for the 
dedicated work of Stella Collier who was the 
founder of the project and run the project for 
many years. You reached the community and 
made a difference to people's lives. Thank you 
very much for your drive, great ideas, and 
inspirations, making the project possible and 
securing the funding from the Big Lottery. 
Good luck and success in your new work, and 
all the best for your personal life. 

From everybody involved in the project 


Calling all residents of Kingfisher Green... 


IF YOU LIVE on Kingfisher 
» Green or use the children’s 
play area there, Oxford City 
» Council would like to hear 
/ your views. The council's 
| leisure and parks team are 
working on improving a 
number of play areas across 
the city, including the 
Kingfisher Green play park. 
| Options include creating a 
seating area, planting more 
trees and installing new play 
equipment. 

Anyone living near the 
park or using it regularly is 
invited to share their views 
with the parks team by 
ringing 0800 0521455 or 
emailing parks@oxford.gov.uk 
Residents should also have 
#/) received a questionnaire 

} through the door. 
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Leys Adult Education and Training 


University isn't just for "other people" 


Higher education - it's just for privileged people, right? Wrong. Marie Jones embarked on a university degree while living 
the ordinary life of a single mum on the Leys. Here she tells us her story and explains why getting a degree can be a life- 


changing experience. 


AS A 25-YEAR-OLD single mum of a 7-year-old boy, I 
was working part-time in various low-paid jobs to make 
ends meet, having my wages reduced to pay for 
registered childcare, living in housing association 
accommodation in Greater Leys with no chance of ever 
owning my own home, not receiving any maintenance 
for my son - things weren’t looking that great for me. 

It was a constant struggle, I couldn’t see how things 
would ever get better, and many a time I felt like 
quitting and going back to claiming benefits, but 
something inside kept me going - I wanted to be a 
good role model for my son and not to fall into the 
stereotype that many people expect from those in 
similar difficult circumstances. 

That year, unexpectedly, I had two epiphanies - 
things that would change my world forever. Firstly, I 
was diagnosed with a potentially life-threatening illness. 
Now, this normally wouldn’t be something people are 
grateful for, but it made me very aware of my own 
mortality and brought out my fighting spirit - as well as 
making me very impatient to be the best I could be. 
Secondly, someone I came into contact with told me I 
was smart - someone who was at university, and told 
me that I was clever enough to go myself. 

This was total news to me. My background - although 
from a family of hard-working, decent people - had left 
me thinking that university wasn’t for people like us — it 
was for better people. Cleverer people. Richer people. 
That’s just the way things were. Except now, I decided 
it wasn’t. Why shouldn’t I be allowed to go? Who says I 


can’t do it? Who says I’m not good enough? 

My new-found impatience ended up leading me to 
take the second best decision of my life (after having 
my son, of course) — against the advice of everyone 
around me, and against the grain of everything I had 
ever known, I enrolled on an access course at Oxpens 
College - still with stitches from my operation! I ended 
up spending a brilliant year at college with like-minded 
people, all who had not done education ‘the right way 
round’ for various reasons. I remember how nerve- 
wracking it was to hand a piece of work in — my first 
essay for nine years! I didn’t even know if it qualified 
as an essay or not! 


"Who says I can't do it? Who 
says I'm not good enough?" 


Somehow, I sailed through my course. The liberation of 
being a student, learning about new things, the 
different way people reacted to me when they knew I 
was studying - much of these experiences are 
intangible, and internal, but it totally transformed my 
life. I suddenly had ambitions. Expectations. 
Possibilities. Amazingly, I ended up enrolling at Oxford 
Brookes University. I studied marketing management 
and psychology. I was succeeding. I was getting good 
grades. I graduated with a first-class degree! 

However, there is a flipside to this. I struggled 
financially more than ever before. My student loan 
came through three months late, not until a week 
before Christmas, which had resulted in all my bills 
bouncing, my phone being cut off, my overdraft limit 
being exhausted and my bank account was actually 
shut down. Santa didn’t spend long at our house that 
year. I was doing three part-time jobs at times, as well 
as raising my son alone, and running a home, and 
studying full-time. I met someone, but couldn’t hold 
down a relationship because of the pressure. 


"Santa didn't spend long at our 
house that year" 


At times, I struggled to even find the bus fare — let 
alone the energy or the time - to get my son on the 
two buses to school and then get myself on another 
bus out to Wheatley to my lectures. It was exhausting. 
I set myself the unrealistic goal of finishing before I 
was 30 - in hindsight I was too hard on myself. I had 
financial, personal and health problems during that 


Exciting new courses at BLITZ 


2008 could be the year where you learn to edit videos, compose music or make your own greetings cards. You 
don't need any previous experience to get started - and it's all completely free. Calvin Goodgame, multimedia 


tutor at the BLITZ IT hub, explains what's on offer. 


use, like creating your own birthday 
cards, greetings cards and event 
posters for yourself or your 
community group. 

The music courses will encourage 


music for bands like Ride and 


documentary programmes for 
television and community 
organisations. 


composition via software programs 


and sampled music, so you don't have 
to learn an instrument or read music. 
The video courses are also aimed at 
beginners, allowing you to create 


to seeing you at the next course. 


higher quality videos of birthdays, 
holidays and weddings, whilst offering 
a chance to save your final videos to 


BLACKBIRD LEYS COMMUNITY Centre PVD: 


are presently offering multimedia 
courses for beginners, starting with 
photo editing programs, music 
composition, video camera, and video 
editing. These courses are aimed at a 
basic level, to introduce people to the 
concepts and to provide a practical 


a professional. 


OXFORD 


BROOKES 


UNIVERSITY 


These courses will help people 
interested in multimedia find out 
more about 'what you can do’ with 
computers and learn about video from 


The tutor has worked in 
multimedia, the music industry and 
television for many years, produced 


Radiohead and produced over seventy 


To find out more, or book a place on 
the next course, phone John at the IT 
hub on 01865 714492. Look forward 


time, and not once was I smart enough to ask for help. 
I spent three years thinking that I really shouldn’t be at 
university, that any moment they would realise they’d 
made a mistake letting me in and if I admitted I was 
struggling I’d have to leave. If only I’d known what I 
know now - the benefit of hindsight, hey! 

Studying does not change who you are or make you 
a better person - it just enhances the talent and ability 
you already have. Getting a degree is not a magic 
wand, but the sense of liberation, achievement and 
opportunities it can give you can be magical. My son, 
who is now 16 and studying for his GCSEs, has a much 
wider range of vocabulary and opinions that I have 
been able to nurture since becoming more educated 
myself. He tells me he is proud to tell his friends that I 
have been to university and what I do for a living, and 
sees further and higher education as a viable option for 
himself - something that would never have happened 
had I not been able to teach him by example. 

Nowadays, I manage the Outreach and Community 
Projects for Oxford Brookes University; in particular I 
spend a lot of time coordinating activities for the 
Brookes Youth and Community project and the Learning 
Communities Initiative, which focuses on raising 
aspirations and providing educational opportunities for 
people from the most economically and educationally 
deprived areas of Oxford - Blackbird Leys, Rose Hill and 
Barton. I am privileged to meet some great people 
during the course of my work, and I have heard many 
similar stories to mine. 


So much support available 


I am full of respect for people who manage to study 
against the odds, sometimes in circumstances way 
worse than mine. I am pleased to tell you that, despite 
not knowing all of this when I was studying, the 
following support is available — financial aid, hardship 
fund, mature students adviser, part time study options, 
student welfare adviser, housing advice, counselling 
services etc. I believe that whatever hand you have 
been dealt in life, if you have the passion and the talent 
you have the right to an education - and I will do my 
utmost in my role at Brookes to help you access the 
support and advice you need. Wishing you all the very 
best of luck, 


If you would like to talk to Marie about opportunities at 
Brookes, ring 01865 484866 or email 
marie.jones@brookes.ac.uk 


Film realization 
course at Brookes 


WOULD YOU LIKE to explore 
your potential as a film- 
maker? How do you fancy creating a short 
film from start to finish? A new ten-week 
course at Oxford Brookes University takes 
participants through the stages of making a 
film from inception, pitching (selling), 
concept development, shooting, editing and 
screening. 

Participants study the work of a range of 
film-makers and film genres, guided by a 
professional, Oxford based film-maker. 
Participants will have the opportunity to work 
in small groups, collaboratively devising their 
own films using state of the art equipment. 
The course is one of several modules 
delivered within the undergraduate 
programme at Oxford Brookes and available 
to members of the community. They are an 
opportunity to do something new, 
challenging and possibly the start of a 
journey into Higher Education or just to have 
great fun. 


BY JOHN HOLE 


Thanks to Oxford Brookes University for sponsoring this page. If you are interested in studying at Oxford Brookes please contact 
Marie Jones on 01865 484866 or marie.jones@brookes.ac.uk 
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Green Fingers 


Sprout Sourcing 


I WAS ASKED the other day if I could write an article 
about gardening without a garden. I wrote about this 
subject in one of my original articles, and mainly covered 
growing in different types of containers. 

I didn’t however, cover the subject of seed sprouting 
which can be an intensive way of producing your own 
food. It’s a way of sowing seed on a Monday and 
harvesting and consuming it on a Thursday. 

No garden or soil is needed, just basic equipment and a 
windowsill. 

Just think, If we ever had a World War II situation 
again or a flu bug hits us big time, you could survive 
adequately because you could grow your own food from 
seed in the comfort of your own home...so a good skill 
to harness. 

Sprouted seeds are good in salads whether cooked or 
not. They can be used in breads, soups and stews and a 
whole manner of other meals. 

Seeds that people tend to grow include alfalfa, peas, 
mung beans, French beans and Fenugreek. Some raw 
sprouts can be toxic if you eat very large volumes 
regularly but that could be said of anything if you eat too 
much. Soaking and cooking them normally avoids any 
danger though. 

Most seed sprouts are usable when they are 1 cm long 
and are sourced from most health food shops and now 
garden centres. But never use ordinary garden seeds 
which may be covered in chemicals. Only buy seed 
designed and intended for consumption, and store them in 
a cool and dry location. 


Some of you may have never thought about growing seed 
sprouts but it’s so easy. Sprouts from sprouted seeds are 
merely seeds that have germinated and grown over a 2 - 3 
day period by drawing on the internal resources of the 
seed. Beyond this point, to grow further, the seed needs 
soil to draw from for further nutrients. If no soil is 
available, the sprouts merely shrivel and die as they can’t 
sustain themselves. 

Seeds are best sprouted when they are loose in a 
container, as opposed to on some kind of base. This is 
because you waste some of the sprouts if you germinate 
them on a base because you have to cut them off a base as 
they attach themselves very easily. Your equipment should 
be clean, and you need to discard any diseased looking 
seeds at the outset. 

You start off by soaking small seeds for 10 minutes, 
putting them in the trays or container and then rinsing 
them twice a day, once in the morning and once in the 
evening. Some larger seeds need to be soaked for 8 hours. 
It is worth buying a book on the subject to get it right. 
Sprouts can be produced in the dark but I prefer them 
germinated in full light. 

The container you use should be self draining and 
should be large enough to accommodate the seed as it 
expands. Containers can be bought with your seed from a 
health food shop, and can be used many times. When 
watering, just pour water over the seed and the surplus 
will drain away. 

Some containers are available to stack in layers (such 
as 3 squares in a box for about £7). Where you water the 
top layer of seeds, the surplus water runs into the second 
layer and when that layer has absorbed the water it 
requires, the surplus runs into the next layer, and so on 
until the water eventually reaches the bottom level which 
catches the water and then you pour it away. With this 
stacking system, you can germinate lots of different seeds 


at the same time without taking up your whole window sill. 


This procedure is similar to germinating cress on damp 
kitchen paper but this is far more efficient and tidy. 

At this point, I would normally bid you farewell by 
saying happy gardening but I feel it more appropriate to 
say “Happy gardening, without a garden!” 
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Green award for Oxford City Council 


OXFORD CITY COUNCIL has won the top prize in the national Green Apple Environment Awards. 
The council beat 20 other city councils to win the 2007 "Green Champion" award for its 
sustainable living guide and website "Oxford is My World: Your Guide to Saving the Planet". 
The guide was produced 
by the Sustainable Energy ew 
Team from Environmental 
Development to promote 
sustainable living in Oxford 


and help the people of 


Oxford to reduce their 
carbon emissions. 


The Green Apple judges 
commented: “The council is 
widely regarded as a strong 


supporter of green 


technology, and the creation 
of their guide to saving the 
planet further enhances this 
reputation. Designed as a 
reference book for users to 
check whenever they have a 
query, the guide is packed 


with achievable and 


informative methods for 
reducing individual impact 


on the environment.” 


Free electronic and printed 
copies of the guide can be 


obtained from 


www.oxfordismyworld.org or 
by ringing 01865 252 197. 


THE BAD NEWS is ex- 
pected at any time that 
Hazel Blears, the minis- 
ter in charge of the 
government’s Depart- 
ment for Communities 
and Local Government, 
will support the Oxford 
City Council plan to col- 
laborate with Magdalen 
College to build a large 
housing estate on the 
green fields which the 
college and the city 
council own on the 
south side of Grenoble 
Road. 

The plan is to build 
at least 4,000 houses in 
this estate, which will 
overwhelm Greater 
Leys and _ Blackbird 
Leys, and will generate 
much more _ traffic 
through the already 
congested roads, and 
put disastrous pressure 
on the existing but in- 
adequate facilities pro- 
vided in the Leys for 
the present residents. 


A stadium-full of 
new residents 

If 4,000 or more hous- 
es are built on the land 
south of Grenoble 
Road, aS many as 
12,000, or even more 
people, may want to 
travel to Oxford 
through Blackbird Leys 
and Greater Leys every 
day, by bus, by car, and 
by other means, and 
this is more than a Kas- 
sam Stadium full of 
people to be added to 
the daily traffic jams at 
rush hours in and out of 


... OPINION... 
Don't extend the estate 


As reported in our news pages, the Government is considering allowing Oxford City Council to 
build a new housing development on the land south of Grenoble Road. This may mean another 
4,000 houses built in the area. The Oxford Green Belt Network explain why they believe this 

would be disastrous for Oxford. 


the roads serving the 
Leys. Watlington Road, 
Blackbird Leys Road, 
Sandy Lane, Oxford 
and Cowley Roads at 
Littlemore, Sandford 
Road, and of course 
Grenoble Road itself, 
will all become worse 
bottlenecks for traffic 
jams, and the three 
major roundabouts at 
Heyford Hill, Rose Hill 
and BMW will be 
jammed up with much 
more traffic, more 
often, and for longer. 

In addition to im- 
posing unbearable 
pressure on the roads 
system serving the 
Leys, any bus services 
which will serve the 
new estate and the 
Leys will also be more 
heavily used, and 
longer queues of peo- 
ple waiting in the street 
for the buses returning 
back from Oxford are 
likely. The other servic- 
es which are already 
overstretched in the 
Leys - healthcare, doc- 
tor’s surgeries, schools, 
policing, refuse collec- 
tion, street cleaning, 
emergency — services, 
and social services for 
the people who really 
need them - will also 
be overburdened by 
having to service an- 
other 4,000 houses 
built alongside the 
Leys. 

Of course, all the 
supporting infrastruc- 
ture for the new estate 
will be promised, so 


that it will not have a 
bad impact on the serv- 
ices already provided 
for people living in the 
Leys, but with a fully 
stretched government 
and with a City Council 
in financial straits, can 
anyone really believe 
that the necessary 
services can be provid- 
ed in a new estate if 
they are not already 
provided at a satisfac- 
tory level in Blackbird 
Leys and Greater Leys, 
despite years of earlier 
promises? 


Where can children 
play safely? 

Will the new estate 
have any other effects 
on residents of the 
Leys? Will its construc- 
tion lead to any drop in 
the value of the homes 
already bought by peo- 
ple living in the Leys? 
Leys residents whose 
streets open onto 
Grenoble Road, such as 
Green Hill, Little Bury, 
Brake Hill, Tarragon 
Drive, Nightingale Av- 
enue, Fry’s Hill, and 
Guelder Road, will no 
longer see green fields 
and woodland at the 
end of their roads, but 
once the estate is built, 
it will just be more 
houses. Leys residents 
living on the edge of 
the estate will lose their 
direct access to the 
countryside, so some 
new ideas will be need- 
ed to find equally at- 
tractive places for their 


children to play safely. 

The land south of 
Grenoble Road is not 
actually within the city 
boundary, but is con- 
trolled for planning pur- 
poses by South Oxford- 
shire District Council, 
which is strongly op- 
posed to having a new 
estate built there. The 
people who live in the 
nearest villages do not 
want a vast housing es- 
tate built in this part of 
the Green Belt, and 
would much prefer to 
see the affordable 
homes which they need 
for their own communi- 
ties provided within 
their own villages. Al- 
though the most seri- 
ous loss of amenities to 
be expected if this es- 
tate is built would be 
suffered by Leys resi- 
dents, many of the Ox- 
fordshire villages in the 
Green Belt around the 
City have joined to- 
gether to oppose this 
ill-thought-out scheme, 
because it has other 
impacts on Oxford as a 
whole. 


Details of the Oxford 
Green Belt Network ir 
campaign can be seen 
on their website: 

www. oxfordgreenbelt.n 
et . If anyone wants to 
contact them, please 
email: webmaster@ox- 
fordgreenbelt.net . 
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Plastic bags are rubbish — it's official 


IT'S OFFICIAL: the plastic bag is now 
seriously uncool. On a global level, marine 
scientists have known for decades that 
plastic rubbish finds its way into our 
oceans. Once in the sea, the same tiny 
pellet of plastic can kill countless birds and 
fish in a macabre cycle: the animal eats 
the plastic and dies, then the animal's body 


Trouble paying the heating bills? 


OXFORD CITY COUNCIL is now offering grants for energy-saving home 
improvements. Measures such as installing cavity wall insulation can 


fiz 


A sea-horse tries to camouflage inside a big pact bag. 


rots away to expose the plastic inside. The 
plastic is then back in the ocean, ready to 
kill another unsuspecting bird or fish. 

On a local level, anyone living in the 
Leys will know how quickly litter can build 
up and ruin an area. Bob Avery, former 
vice-chair of Blackbird Leys Parish Council, 
said in a Leys News interview last year: 


Copyright Greenpeace 


"The estate only looks OK because I've 
been keeping on top of everything by 
walking round it for two hours every 
evening. I'll really feel something has been 
achieved when you only need to walk 
round once a fortnight. As it is, when I 
come back from a short holiday, it's 
immediately obvious that things have got 
out of control again." The problem with 
plastic is that, unlike some other kinds of 
rubbish, it isn't biodegradable - which 
means that it keeps cluttering our streets 
and parks until someone's hard work gets 
it removed. 

Some countries have already taken 
steps to deal with the plastic problem at 
source by reducing the amount of plastic 
that people use. The Republic of Ireland 
introduced a tax on plastic shopping bags 
in 2002. According to the _ Irish 
government, this tax resulted in a 90% 
reduction in the number of plastic bags 
used. Just fifteen euros cents was enough 
to make people remember to take their 
own bags shopping instead of accepting a 
new bag at the checkout. Other countries 
have introduced different measures, such 
as Bangladesh's ban on polythene bags. 
But the UK is lagging behind. According to 
activist movement We Are What We Do 
(www.wearewhatwedo.org), the average 
British resident uses 167 plastic bags every 
year - and only one in every 200 is 
recycled. 

The Government isn't doing anything 
definite to reduce our plastic bag use, 
despite Gordon Brown's description of the 
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BY KATE GRIFFIN 


plastic bag as "one of the most visible 
symbols of environmental waste". Luckily, 
we don't have to look to the House of 
Commons for a solution - we can start by 
looking in the cupboard under the sink or 
under the stairs. Everyone has a secret 
stash of carrier bags somewhere in a dark 
corner of the house. It's time to dig them 
out, put them in a prominent place and 
remember to take them with you when you 
go shopping. Even better, get a sturdy 
shopping bag that isn't made of plastic at 
all. Oxford City Council are currently 
offering cotton "bags for life" to Oxford 
residents for just £1. You can pick them up 
at various city centre locations, including 
Prices Pet Supplies in the Covered Market 
and Shepherd & Woodward on the High 
Street. 

Then you can practice saying those 
beautiful and powerful words: "No thanks, 
I've got a bag." 


NUMBER CRUNCHING 


167 - the number of plastic bags used 
and discarded by the average British 
person in a year 

1 billion - the estimated number of 
plastic bags taken out of circulation in 
Ireland after the 15 cent tax was 


imposed in 2002 


80% - the percentage of sea pollutants 
that come from the land, according to 
the United Nations 


500 years - the time it takes a plastic 
bag to decay in landfill 


drastically reduce the amount of energy you need to stay warm - which 3 7 
means big reductions on bills. 3 

To qualify for a grant, your fuel bills must be more than 10% of your help the any! ron ment = 
annual income. The only other requirement is that you must be living in E AN 
Oxford. If this sounds like you, contact the council's energy team on 01865 and Save money too... = OXFORD 
252197. - 

: ; : CITY 
If you don't qualify for the offer, but feel that you need help heating your : COUNCIL 


home, you may qualify for other grants or discounts. Contact the council to 
find out more. 


SAVE MONEY —- AND THE PLANET! 


These tips were sent in by Alex, a resident of Greater Leys. They 
are some of the simple things you can do on daily basis which will 
save you money and reduce energy use. 


@ Reduce draughts in your house to keep warmer. 

® Get your hot-water tank checked for thermal insulation. 

@ Fit low energy light bulbs throughout your property. 

@ When buying new electrical appliances look for low energy rated 
products. 

@ Turn TVs, computers and other appliances off when not in use. 

@ Look at http://www.oxford.gov.uk/environment/energy-efficiency.cfm for 
advice on energy efficiency and grants. 

@ Recycle as much as possible; more boxes are available from Oxford City 
Council's city works. 

@ Recycle clothing, via car-boots sales, jumble sales, charity shops. 

@ Recycle old mobile phones. There are companies that actually give you 
money for the old phone! 

® Recycle larger items at Redbridge Waste Collection Centre. 

@ Compost food waste and garden waste where possible. 

@ Use the OCC garden waste sack. 

@ Get your car regularly serviced - important as fuel costs almost £1.10 
per litre now. 

@ Check tyre pressures, don’t overload your car unnecessarily, and drive 
more economically. 

@ Use public transport. 

@ Cycle or walk when possible. It's healthier and cheaper! 

@ When shopping do not always ask for a plastic bag. 

® Choose items with minimum of packaging were possible. 

@ Buy local produce. Consider growing your own fruit/veg in a garden or 
allotment. 

© If leaving electrical appliances on, use timers e.g. lights etc. Use 
environmentally friendly detergents/liquids when possible. 

@ Use LED bulbs in torches and bike lights. They use much less energy 
so batteries last longer. 

@ Do not leave taps on unnecessarily. 

@ Use a lower temperature wash on your washing machine, detergent can 
now operate at 30C. 

@ Avoid using tumble dryers when possible. Fresh air works well on nice 
days. 


Oxford City Council has teamed up { 
with British Gas to offer you 
discounted cavity wall and loft 
insulation and a £50 Council Tax 
rebate when you have your home 
insulated. 

For more information or to apply for 
the scheme contact 


The British Gas 

insulation office 
T:0845 971 7731 

Quoting ref: OXFCT 


* typical costs for a 3 bed semi are 
£250 for cavity wall insulation (up 
to 95m2), and £274 for loft 
insulation up ie> | 2) after 
Giscountrsome restrictions apply. 


British Gas a 
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The ode less travelled 


HAIKUS AND LIMERICKS poured in when Leys residents 
were invited to enter a poetry competition. The Leys Verse 
Competition was launched in September by Leys Learning 
Community with the object of finding the best scribblers 
on the Leys. 

Entries poured in for all three categories: limerick, 
haiku and freestyle verse. The rules were that poems all 
needed to mention the Leys and fit the requirements of the 
type of verse. (The different kinds of verse form were 
explained in the October issue of Leys News, shortly after 
the competition launched.) 

Within the rules of the competition, entrants let their 
imaginations run wild. Many poems celebrated life on the 
Leys, but the tone ranged from jokey to heartfelt. Other 
poems tackled family life or the experience of being a 
child. One long poem celebrated Leys artist Dorothy 
Gibson, still being creative at nearly a hundred years old. 
Another was a rap about the good bits of going to school. 

Judges Sasha East, George Roberts and Jimmy Hayes 
had trouble deciding on the winners, but eventually picked 
Jean Jones for a poem marking 50 years of the Leys, 
Caitlin Roche for a verse about school and George 
McFadden for her limerick about an old lady made out of 
cheese. 
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Living on the Leys is fun, 

When I can run around in the sun 
I go to the park, 

But not in the dark 


P George McFadden pointing to her winning poem 
As that will be no fun. g Pp 9g gp 


Caitlin Cunningham, aged 8 School Rap 


Field Avenue 


WINNER 


The Leys will be fifty this year! Schools the place to be, it’s education for you and me, 


By the Leys there stood a nunnery, 
Full of godliness, 

Peace and serenity 

But late one night, 

They had a big fight, 

Which made of their vows a travesty 


Belimah 


Autumn 


On the leys 
Children on knees 
Going bonkers 
Colecting conkers 
Under the trees 


Sephanie Wilson 
Farm Close 


I’ve been living on the Leys, 

With my family since the 80s 

I love life on the estate 

I will never vacate 

And the spirit is great, if you please! 


Paula Williams & Paul Isaacs 


The Leys of the Blackbird 


The place is the Leys 


Where black birds fly on the breeze 


With not ever a sneeze. 


Lynda Mair 


Though it doesn’t seem any where near 
But we’re still going strong, 

And we all get along, 

So let’s celebrate now, loud and clear. 


Mrs Jean Jones 
Balfour Road 


There is a fellow who lived on the Leys, 
Who liked to keep climbing the trees, 
All the children did of lock, 

Just to cheer and mock, 

As he talked to the birds and the bees. 


Gary Jones 
Cuddesson Way 


WINNER 


There was a girl from Blackbird Leys 
Whose mother said “Now Caitlin, please, 
If you go to the pool, 

When you should be at school, 

You will get no more 

As, only Ds.” 


Caitlin Roche, Aged 10 
Pegasus Road 


WINNER 


I just love to live on the Leys 


There was an old lady from the Leys 
Her face was made out of cheese 


People always laughed because she could not have a bath 


So she ended up getting fleas. 


George McFadden 


Come in and take a look at what you can learn from a book, 
We’ll teach you to draw with out a stencil, all you need is a 
pencil, 

Learn to use a computer, gaining skill for the future, 

Get together in the hall outside a game of basketball. 
Together we’ll learn to read, study the life cycle of seed. 
With a pen you'll learn to write, be impressed the Leys 
Kids are bright, lots of sports and swimming, 

It’s the taking part that matters not the winning 

Listen with ears, look with eyes, over years. 

Learn knowledge and become wise. 

So give a loud cheer for all the things, we’ve learned this 
year. 


Stephanie Wilson 


A man from Leys Learning named Jim 
Had a reputation for sin, 

He tried to reform, 

But could never conform, 

So we just pray that God lets him in! 


Anna Pavelin 


Des Brackett did not think it was funny 
Flabbergasted to be charged so much money 
When stung by two bees 

At the fair on the Leys 

Asking £20 for a jar of honey 


Kielee Brackett 
Pegasus Road 


There was a young picknee from Leys, 

Who his jokes could bring you to your knees, 
When asked if he would lime, 

His art turned to mine, 

Now that’s why he’s called sundeez 


Micheal Hanlon 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 
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Josie looks back on a changing Leys 


years after I moved here. But I 
wanted to do something to help 
the children in the area.” Josie 
was asked by Father McKenna, 
the Cowley priest, to run 
Sunday schools, so she ran 
these in Cowley, then in 
Littlemore and Rose Hill. 
Facilities were basic then: “The 
Littlemore Sunday School was 
held in a hut, with people 
sitting on bales of straw.” 


Surgery church 

Then Father McKenna arrived, 
sent by Father O’Connor to do 
some work on Blackbird Leys. 
He enlisted Josie to help him. “I 
used to go round knocking on 
doors, asking if people were 
Catholic.” Her work helped the 
church reach out to isolated 
Catholics in the area. However, 
the lack of a purpose-built 
church building meant that 


divided the children into 
manageable-sized groups and 
made sure that nobody missed 
out on their religious education. 

The children also enjoyed 
other activities, such as coach 
trips and performing in concerts 
for elderly people, but religion 
was always the main focus. “It 
was just to teach them right 
from wrong.” All the children 
were treated the same, 
whatever their background, as 
long as they wanted to learn. 

In the meantime, Catholics 
on the Leys saw some major 
changes - the official 
recognition of the estate as a 
parish in 1966, the building of 
the Sacred Heart church in 
1969 and a succession of 
different priests. One of the 
only constants was Josie’s work 
with children. 

Josie now describes herself 


as “retired”, although she is still 
an active churchgoer. “It’s time 
for the young ones to take 
over.” She is kept very busy by 
her incredibly large family - 
nine children, 31 grandchildren 
and 36 great-grandchildren, 
with a 37th great-grandchild on 
the way. Most of her family 
have stayed in Oxford and all 
are committed to the Catholic 
faith. Daughter Margaret is 
following in her mother’s 
footsteps by doing a lot of 
Catholic and community work 
on the Leys. 

She has seen some major 
changes since moving to the 
Leys, but she has just one piece 
of advice for readers: “Make 
sure the children are coming to 
Mass every Sunday and follow 
the instructions they’re given.” 


A LEYS RESIDENT has just 
blown out 80 candles on her 
cake. Josephine Moloney, 
known as Josie, turned 80 on 
the 29th January, surrounded 
by family and friends. 

Josie moved to the Leys in 
February 1959 and has been an 
important part of the 
community as well as seeing a 
lot of changes. She told Leys 
News about when she moved to 
the estate: “There was nobody 
here! There were four houses in 
my street and the rest was 
fields. You could look out to 
Garsington on a clear day. 


Children used to play on the 
site where the Sacred Heart 
church is now.” 


Sunday School on bales 
of straw 
The Church of the Sacred 
Heart, focal point for the Leys 
Catholic community, has been 
an important part of Josie’s life 
since it was built in 1969 — but 
the most interesting chapter of 
the story about Catholicism on 
the Leys concerns the time 
before the church was here. 
Josie explains: “The church 
here wasn’t built for a good ten 


Catholics held their services in 
a variety of strange places: a 
doctor’s surgery (thanks to the 
help of local GP Dr Thomas), 
the community centre hall (now 
known as the Glow Hall) and 
the “army” hut attached to the 
Holy Family church. 


Children in every room 
Josie used to teach children the 
basics of Catholic education and 
morality. At first she used a 
room in what is now Orchard 
Meadow School, then the 
council withdrew its offer of the 
room and they were forced to 
decamp to Josie’s own home. 
“At one time I had a hundred 
children learning in my home. 
There were children in the front 
room, dining room, kitchen...on 
the staircase as well. We even 
had to put some out in the 
shed!” She was assisted by two 
volunteers: Mrs Kelly and Mrs 


Gunning. Between them, they 


4 


i. 


Josie pictured shortly after receiving the Ubi Caritas award for her 
work in educating local children, with Fr David Hartley from the 


Sacred Heart Catholic church. 


Breaking down the barriers 


One in four adults will experience mental health problems in their lifetime. So why do mental health service users feel so alone? 
Kate Griffin talks to Steve Spiers, a volunteer who is breaking down the barriers that cause isolation. 


Steve Spiers has volunteered in the mental 
health sector for 17 years 


STEVE SPIERS IS determined to explode 
some myths about mental health problems. 
Sitting in Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre, he reels off the facts with a 
practised ease that suggests he’s had this 
argument many times before. 


“First of all, I want to dispel the myth 
that people with mental health problems 
are inherently dangerous. I’ve been 
involved in the mental health community 
for 20 years and I've only seen a handful of 
incidents —- and they were mostly verbal. 
These people lead normal lives and they’re 
more likely to be the victims of crime than 
the perpetrators.” 

He believes that image is a substantial 
part of the problem for mental health 
service users. “It’s a self-fulfilling prophecy. 
If people have negative ideas about mental 
health service users, that makes them 
more isolated - and it makes a lot of 
service users stay quiet about their 
problems, which means that the image 
never gets challenged.” 

But what about high-profile mental 
health service users? Actor, writer and 
comedian Stephen Fry recently talked 
candidly about his manic depression, and 
former Government “spin doctor” Alastair 
Campbell has spoken about his nervous 
breakdown. 

“The thing is, stars can afford to say 
they suffer mental health problems. I don’t 
want to be disparaging because they are 
helping to advertise a better image of 


people with mental health problems, but 
they're not the ones who are isolated. The 
reason I do this work is to try to counter 
the stigma.” 

The work in question is running Oxford 
Survivors, a mental health day centre. It’s 
unique because it’s completely led and run 
by mental health service users. 

Service users do everything from the 
cooking to making decisions in the 
committee. 

It’s a formula that has stood the test of 
time; the day service has been running 
every Friday and Saturday for 17 years, 52 
weeks of the year. Now, after a long stint in 
Cowley Community Centre, Oxford 
Survivors has moved to Blackbird Leys, 
finding a new home in the community 
centre. 

“We've really been welcomed here, and 
we've had a lot of help from Paul Isaacs 
and the Leys Linx people. It’s encouraging 
that we’re seeing some new faces at the 
drop-in too, people who live on the Leys. 

“The centre offers board games, music 
and companionship as well as_ the 
occasional day trip. The atmosphere is 
relaxed, more like a social club than a day 
centre, but there is also the opportunity for 


free counselling if you need it. 

The centre is free to use and offers 
subsidised meals and drinks: £1.50 for a 
good lunch, 35p for a cup of tea.” 

There have been some _ teething 
problems with the move to Blackbird Leys, 
though; minor things like having to find the 
money for new cutlery and more significant 
things like the reduction in visitor numbers 
that always occurs when a drop-in centre 
moves. 

However, Steve is confident that Oxford 
Survivors will begin to attract large 
numbers of people from the Leys once the 
centre has been up and running for a few 
more weeks. He believes that mental 
health service users in the area will grab 
the opportunity to meet like-minded people 
and enjoy socialising. 

Time will tell whether Leys residents are 
as determined as he is to smash the 
barriers of isolation. 


Oxford Survivors runs on Fridays 
and Saturdays, 10.30am - 3.30pm, 
Blackbird Leys Community Centre. 


Just turn up or call 01865 455868 
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Competition 1 


Could you bea 
writer? 


Could you write a winning story? Leys 
News is launching a short story 
competition for both adults and children. 

The aim is to find the most talented 
writer on the Leys, and in the process we 
hope to uncover lots of hidden talent. 

Stories can be on any topic whatsoever 
and any length (as long as you keep them 
below a thousand words). Unleash your 
talent and get scribbling! 

There will be two categories for stories: 
adults (over-16s) and children (16 and 
under). Each category winner will receive a 
£25 book token, kindly donated by Oxford 
University Press. 

All entries must be received by Friday 7th 
March. You can email them to 
editor@leysnews.co.uk or post them to 26 
Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys, OX4 7BX. 


Note: The competition prize will be a £25 token to 
be spent at the Oxford University Press bookshop, 
116-117 High Street, Oxford. Closing date for 
entries: Friday 7th March. 


Competition 2 


How do your 
children really 
see you? 


A competition for children gives parents 
the chance to see how they look in the 
eyes of their offspring. The Leys News 
“Paint your Parent” competition is 
asking children aged ten and under to 
draw or paint one of their parents. 

We're looking for lifelike and accurate 
depictions of mums and dads, but “artistic” 
interpretations of parents will also be 
considered! Children can use whatever they 
like to create their works of art: pencil, pen, 
felt-tip, watercolours or acrylic paints. They 
will be judged on skill and creativity. 

The winning child will receive a £20 Argos 
voucher. All entries must be received by 
Friday 7th March. You can post them to 26 
Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys, OX4 7BX, or 
scan them in and email them to 
editor@leysnews.co.uk . 

The best entries (not just the winning 
picture) will be published in the April issue of 
Leys News. 


Note: The competition prize will be a £20 Argos 
voucher. Closing date for entries: Friday 7th March 


Christmas prize 
for Zoe 


OUR CHRISTMAS WORDSEARCH competition has 
been won by Zoe Denton of Furlong Close, Blackbird 
Leys. The festive-themed competition had a lot of 
entries, but Zoe’s completed wordsearch was the 
first to be pulled out of the hat. 

Zoe, 14, won a £20 WH Smith voucher, kindly 
donated by the WH Smith branch in Cowley Centre. 
She told Leys News that she was very pleased to 
win. Zoe loves reading, so she will probably be 
spending the voucher on books. 
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What’s your Valentine style? 


February 14th is looming and the shops are full of cards, flowers and teddy bears. 
But how should you be celebrating Valentine’s? Try our fun quiz to find out. 


Question 1 

What are you like at work? 

a) There’s always plenty to do, which 
is how I like it. I don’t stay in the 
same job long, but when I’m there 
I’m always moving things on to the 
next level. 

b) I like the perks — the company car 
and the lunches on expenses. But the 
salary is the most important thing. 

c) I hope that by doing my job I’m 
making the world a better place — but 
somehow I never achieve as much as 
I think I will. 

d) Work is about paying the bills, but 
I get on well with my colleagues and 
I’m conscientious. 


Question 2 

How do you like to dress? 

a) I dress according to my mood or 
what I’m doing. One day I might be 
in a smart suit, the next day I might 
go for bohemian layers. To be honest, 
I’ve got a lot of clothes in my 
wardrobe that I hardly ever wear. 

b) I like designer labels when I can 
afford them. If not, a good imitation 
will do. I also love expensive 
jewellery. 

c) Most of my favourite clothes mean 
something to me. I have clothes in 
my wardrobe that don’t fit any more, 
but I can’t bear to throw them away 
because of the memories. 

d) I dress to suit what I’m doing that 
day. I try to look presentable for work 
but I don’t have time to worry about 
clothes. 

Question 3 

What kind of friends do you have? 
a) I have a lot of friends and enjoy 
doing different activities with each 
one of them - clubbing, working out, 
karate, shopping.... 

b) I choose my friends to fit in with 


The Leys News Wordsearch - Gri 


Our wordsearch 
this issue is based 
on fairy tales. No 
prize this time - it’s 
just for fun! 
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THE SPIRIT IN THE BOTTLE 
THE CRYSTAL BALL 
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RUMPELSTILTSKIN 
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my lifestyle and my image. It’s 
awkward having friends who don’t 
share your aspirations or tastes. 

c) My friends are all really amazing 
people and we get on really well as a 
group. Getting organised to meet up 
together is hard, though, so we don’t 
see each other as often as we’d like. 
d) I need friends I can rely on - to 
help me out when things go wrong 
and to be honest with me. A lot of 
people don’t fit the bill, but my few 
friends are true friends. 


Question 4 

If you were a drink, what kind of 
drink would you be? 

a) Probably Red Bull - packed with 
energy. Or maybe red wine, because 
I’m healthy but fun... or a smoothie 
because there are so many different 
elements to me. 

b) Champagne. Only the best, 
daaahling. 

c) Water. I like the idea of drinking 
something that’s been flowing 
through the rocks in a gorgeous 
unspoiled location. 

d) Tea - it never lets you down. 
Although sometimes I feel more like 
hitting the gin bottle! 


Question 5 

Your date has just passed you a 
present to unwrap, what would 
you most like it to be... 

a) Tickets to somewhere wild and 
exotic. 

b) As long as it contains diamonds I 
don't care. 

c) A poem written for me ora 
picture drawn by my love. 

d) Well I need a new hot water bottle 
at the moment. 
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Pet Rescue! 


News from the PCSOs 


Leys PCSOs (Police Community Support Officers) Mari-Claire Tutty, Simone O’Dell and James Kachellek tell 
us their latest news - including the story of how they rescued six abandoned kittens. 


OUR COLUMN THIS issue has a bit of 
a pet theme. First of all we want to 
let people know about the free pet 
microchipping day at Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre on Monday 11th 
February. The event is organised by 
the RSPCA, but because it’s a 
community event we'll be there to 
help out and talk to the public. The 
RSPCA is offering pet microchipping 
(a way of ensuring that your pet can 


be returned to you if it gets lost and 
is found) for only £10, so we’re 
expecting a lot of interest. 

On the subject of animals, we’ve 
recently had a lot of adventures with 
cats. We found a kitten on Long 
Ground, which looked as if it had 
been lost or abandoned. From its 
behaviour we could tell it had 
recently been living in a domestic 
home, but it wasn’t microchipped so 
we had no way of tracing the owner. 
Then staff at Nash’s Bakery tipped us 
off about a litter of five wild kittens in 
a deserted garage behind the 
Blackbird Leys Road shops. The 
youngest of the five was small 
enough to fit into Mari-Claire’s hand. 
They were almost starving, but still 
alive. All the kittens were passed on 
to the RSPCA to look after, but there 
has already been a happy ending for 
the youngest of the litter: the 
veterinary nurse who looked after her 
when she was first found ended up 
adopting her! The others are awaiting 
rehoming. 

On a more serious note, we’ve 


been helping with the crackdown on 


unlighted bikes. Basically, it’s a safety 


issue — if you’re riding your bike after 
dark without lights, you could get 
injured or even killed. And there’s 
another reason to get your bike 
sorted out with proper lights; 
unlighted bikes are breaking the law 
and you can get a £30 fine if you're 
caught riding without lights. 

We’re also monitoring the 
situation with mini-motos. These are 
still a problem and we would urge 
anyone who rides a mini-moto to do 
so responsibly and legally. 

In other news, Laura (Jones) has 
left the PCSO team to become a 
police officer. We’ve enjoyed working 
with her and we wish her luck in the 
next stage of her career. We’re 
hoping to get three new PCSOs to 
join our team in March, so perhaps 
we'll be introducing some new faces 
in our next column. In the meantime, 
perhaps you'll see us around the 
Leys. 


... Your local representatives... 


Parish Council 


Chairman: Gordon Roper 
Parish Clerk: Helen Shayler 


Non-position holders: Chris Hatton, Rae Humberstone (see City Council section below), Cyril 
Martin, Ricardo Marshall, Sophia Marshall, Rosemary Morlin, Carol Roberts, Val Smith, Pat 
Stannard, Gerry Webb, Susan Fitzsimons. 


For further details telephone 01865 734346 during office hours of 9am - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 


Answering service outside office hours. 


The mailing address for the Parish Council is 10 Swan Street, Oxford OX29 4HU. 


ncil 
Blackbird Leys Ward: 


liam - 12pm 


Northfield Brook Ward: 


xfordshir n ncil 


Leys & Lye Division: 


Rae Humberstone - Labour 

75 Little Bury, Blackbird Leys, 01865 779678 
Email: raehumberstone@btinternet.com 
Surgery: 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month at Blackbird Leys Community Centre, 


Lee Cole - Independent Working Class Association 
31 Long Ground, Greater Leys, OX4 7WS, 07886 463580 
Surgery: Tuesday from 6.30pm to 7.30pm at the Clockhouse, Greater Leys. 


Stuart Craft - Independent Working Class Association 
12 Brocklesby Road, Oxford OX4 4QJ, 07733 274324 
Surgery: Every Tuesday from 6.30 - 7.30pm at the Clockhouse, Greater Leys. 


Jane Elizabeth Lacey - Independent Working Class Association 
71 Knights Road, Blackbird Leys, 07947 225297 
Surgery: Tuesday from 6.30pm to 7.30pm at the Clockhouse, Greater Leys. 
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Sponsored shave raises £210 


IN OUR DECEMBER issue you saw the before and 
after pictures of Anna Pavelin, the Leys News office 
manager who shaved off her hair for charity. Her 
goal was to raise £250 for Maggie’s Centre Oxford, 
a small charity that helps people with cancer to 
cope psychologically with their condition. 

Although she didn’t raise the full target amount, 
Anna did manage to collect £210, which will go a 
long way towards the charity’s vital work. 


... Wise Words... 


Leys resident Ines Kretzschmar, originally 
from Germany, shares a well-known 
German saying. 


“Hals-und Beinbruch” 


IF YOU WANT to wish a German “good luck” for 
success or positive outcome in a sport 
competition, performance, medical appointment, 
exam, job interview etc. you can say “Hals-und 
Beinbruch”. The recipient will be very delighted 
to hear this phrase although the literal 
translation means “break your leg and neck”! 

If you would like to show your support for a 
successful or advantageous outcome for the 
same person at the situations named above, do 
not keep your fingers crossed. They would look 
very puzzled. Instead keep your thumbs inside 
your fists and say "Ich druecke dir die Daumen" 
which means “I press my thumbs for you”. Try it 
and good luck - or Hals-und Beinbruch, as the 
Germans Say. 


OXFORD 
CITY 
COUNCIL 


Member of Parliament 


WHAT DO 
AREA COMMITTEES DO? 


The six Area Committees are responsible for the following: 
Abandoned vehicles, allotments, 
cemeteries, decisions on planning 
applications, dog wardens, ditches and 
streams, public toilets, car parks, parks & 
countryside management, street cleaning, 
street naming, community centres. 


SOUTH EAST AREA 
COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 


Monday 4th February 
Cardinal House, Littlemore 
6.30pm 


Monday 3rd March 


Val Smith - Labour 

4 Flaxfield Road, OX4 6QD 

01865 305080 

Email: val.smith@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
Surgery: 2nd and 4th Saturday of the 
month from iiam - 12pm at Blackbird 
Leys Community Centre, Blackbird Leys 
Road 


Barbara Gatehouse - Labour 

51 Ash Grove, Headington 

Oxford OX3 9JN 

01865 741060 
Barbara.gatehouse@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


I 


Member of Parliament 
for Oxford East 
Andrew Smith - Labour 
Suite A 

21 Templars Square 
Cowley 

Oxford OX4 2UZ 

01865 305080 
andrewsmith.mp@virgin.net 
Surgery: Every 3rd Friday 

at the Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 
from 3.00pm 


Rosehill Community Centre 
6.30pm 


Monday 7th April 
Cardinal House 
6.30pm 


}OSE HILL 


BLACKBIRD LE 


South East 


UTTLEMORE 


Ring 01865 252249 
for further information 


LEISURE & CULTURAL SERVICES / 


Great value sport and leisure activities in Oxford 


50 station Aspires Fitness suites ; 
- : Aqua Slice 


rsonalised fitn rogramm 
ee sona = tness progra = from £12.70 per month 
assessments unlimited swimming, sauna 


OXFORD 
CITY 
COUNCIL 


www.oxford.gov.uk 


indoor & outdoor swimming pools Active Slice 


ice skating from £17.70 per month 
racket sports unlimited use of all activities, 


coaching courses for all ages excluding ice skating 
children’s holiday activities Cool Slice 


) . , 
i birthday parties from £32.10 per month 


—_ 


be fitness & wellness classes & racket sports 


mat area hire unlimited use of all activities, 
meeting & conference facilities including ice skating 
no joining fees or contracts 


ee slice Pron 
For information call Re so 
Barton Pool 01865 467290 —_Hinksey Pool (May-Sep) 01865 467079 
Blackbird Leys Leis. Cnt. 01865 467020 Oxford Ice Rink 01865 467002 
Blackbird Leys Pool 01865 467004 Peers Sports Centre 01865 467095 
Ferry Sports Centre 01865 467060 Temple Cowley Pools 01865 467124 


A world of smiles is waiting for you here: 


PRICE 
MEMBERSHIP 
THURSDAY 
The Leisure Centre 
/ 
Pegasus Road, 7pm NEW! 
Slimming World Call Gill on: 01865 730009 EATING PLAN 


0844 897 8000 Slim WORLD 


www.slimmingworld.com 
discover the amazing you 


